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AT WESTERN




Course Outline:  2021-22




RS 2113/2229 - Religion: Modernity and Postmodernity
Location: TBD
Day(s):
Friday
Time: 
11:30
Instructor(s):  Dr. Darren Marks 

Contact:  Dr. Marks: A319B; dmarks@uwo.ca ; tel. 519 438 7224 x279 
Office hours: Fri Morning 9-12 5195021969
Course delivery with respect to the COVID-19 pandemic

Although the intent is for this course to be delivered in-person, the changing COVID-19 landscape may necessitate some or all of the course to be delivered online, either synchronously (i.e., at the times indicated in the timetable) or asynchronously (e.g., posted on OWL for students to view at their convenience). The grading scheme will not change. Any assessments affected will be conducted online as determined by the course instructor.

Prerequisites Required for this Course:

Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course, and it will be deleted from your record.  This decision may not be appealed.  You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.

Revised Course Outline and Readings

Week One: The Problem of Religion in the Twenty-first Century
Readings: Ian Goldin and Chris Kutarna (2016), ‘Bonfires and Belonging’, Age of Discovery: Navigating Risks and Rewards of our New Renaissance pp 203-234. 
Section 1: Tracing Modernity and Religion

Week Two: Foundations of the Modern Critique: Materialists, Mechanists, Deism, Empiricism and the Rationalists

Readings: 

.
Fuller, Robert C (2004), ‘Religion and the Early Republic: The Era of Thomas Jefferson’ in Religious Revolutionaries (HUC-Reserve)
Kant, I (1784), What is Enlightenment?  (HUC-R).

Hume, David (1779), Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion. Part XII. 

(HUC-R).  
Week Three: Kantian Idealism.


Readings:


Kant, I (1794), Religion Between the Limits of Reason Alone. Book 4 (HUC-R)
Week Four: Romanticism and Historicism


Readings:


Fuller, Robert C (2004), ‘American Metaphysical Religion’, in Religious Revolutionaries (HUC-R)

Schleiermacher, F (1799), On Religion: Speeches to its Cultured Despisers. Speech Two. (HUC-R).


Week Five: The Last Century: Liberalism and the Human Sciences


Readings:


Feuerbach, L (1843), The Essence of Christianity. Chapter 1. (HUC-R).


Marx, K (1888), Theses on Feuerbach. (HUC-R).

Week Six: The Last Century II: Human Sciences Continued


Readings:


Freud, S (1913), Totem and Taboo pp75-76, 146-55 (chapters IV and V-6) (HUC-R)

Durkheim, E (1912), The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life. Pp 418-33, and conclusion (HUC-R).

Section II: Issues in Religion 

Week Seven: Science and Religion


Readings: 


McGrath, A E (2000) Science and Religion: An Introduction. pp 1-26, 56-86 and 186-205. (HUC-R)


Fuller, Robert C (2004), ‘American Metaphysical Religion’ in Religious Revolutionaries

Week Eight: Politics, Economics and Sociology and Religion I


Readings:


Witte, John (2003) ‘Law and Protestantism’ in A E McGrath and D C Marks, Blackwell Companion to Protestantism (HUC-R)  

Weber, Max (1904) The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. Chapter Two. (HUC-R).

Egerton, G (2005), ‘Trudeau, God and the Cdn Constitution’ in Rethinking Church, State and Modernity, Lyon and van Die eds. (HUC-R)  

Week Nine: Religious Polities: Sects, Fundamentalism, and Evangelicalism


Readings:


Trollinger, W (2003), ‘Fundamentalism’, in McGrath and Marks (HUC-R)


Noll, M (2003), ‘Evangelicalism’, in McGrath and Marks (HUC-R)

Fuller, Robert C (2004), ‘Sectarian Heyday: Joseph Smith and the Golden Age of Religious Innovation’, in Religious Revolutionaries

Week 10: Religious Polities: Feminism and Race


Ruether, R R (1973), Sexism and God-Talk, pp 12-31 and 93-116 (HUC-R)


Griffin, Paul R (2003), ‘Racism and Protestantism’ in McGrath and Marks (HUC-R)
Week 11: Post-Modernism


Readings:


Nietzsche, F (1874), On the Advantage and Disadvantage of History for Life. Paragraphs 1-4. (HUC-R)

Heidegger, M (1964), The End of Philosophy and the Task of Thinking. HUC-R

Week 12: Pluralism and Other World Religions

Hick, John and Knitter, P (1982), The Myth of Christian Uniqueness: Towards a Pluralistic Theology of Religions

Boyer, P (2004) ‘Biblical Prophecy and Foreign Religions’ in Quoting God, C Badaracco ed (HUC-R)

Week 13:  Summing the Course 

Evaluation
50% Five responsive readings to question, each worth 10% of final grade
30% Major Essay (due week 12)  

20% Final Exam, take home.


Email: As per University policy, all email correspondence must come through your UWO account, and is to be treated as if a registered letter and thus as official correspondence.  Please use appropriate discretion.


Late Submissions:  Unless notified and accompanied by formal letters (doctor, dean etc) all papers that are late will lose academic standing.  The scale is as follows: 1-3 days late (10%), 3-5 days (25%).  No paper five or more days late will be accepted.


Essays:  All essays are assumed to be academic papers.  As such, they are expected to have a bibliography, follow a standard (MLA, APA, Chicago or CBE styles) citation and a standard academic format (refer to Western Calendar).
Academic Accommodation for Medical/Non-Medical Grounds
For UWO Policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness and a downloadable SMC see:

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
[downloadable Student Medical Certificate (SMC): https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm under the Medical Documentation heading]
Students seeking academic accommodation on medical grounds for any missed tests, exams, participation components and/or assignments worth 10% or more of their final grade must apply to the Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation. Academic accommodation will be determined by the Dean’s Office in consultation with the instructor.

For non-medical grounds or for medical grounds when work represents less than 10% of the overall grade for the course, students seeking academic accommodation must apply to the Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation. Academic accommodation will be determined by the Dean’s Office in consultation with the instructor.
1. All of the remote learning sessions for this course will be recorded. The data captured during these recordings may include your image, voice recordings, chat logs and personal identifiers (name displayed on the screen). The recordings will be used for educational purposes related to this course, including evaluations. The recordings may be disclosed to other individuals participating in the course for their private or group study purposes. Please contact the instructor if you have any concerns related to session recordings. Participants in this course are not permitted to record the sessions, except where recording is an approved accommodation, or the participant has the prior written permission of the instructor.
