POL2245E
Introduction to Comparative Politics
Intersession 2026
Asynchronous


Professor: Dr. Lindsay Scorgie 
Office: A212
Office Hours: By zoom throughout the week (please email to set-up an appointment)
Email: lscorgi@uwo.ca


COURSE DESCRIPTION

POL2245E will introduce students to the study of comparative politics, one of the main subfields of political science. Key theoretical frameworks, concepts, and debates within comparative politics will be examined. Numerous in-depth country case studies – including the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany, Japan, Russia, China, Iran, Mexico, Brazil, South Africa, and the Democratic Republic of Congo – will be used to illustrate the material. Students will begin the course with an overview of the state and nation to provide a foundation from which to begin comparing different political systems and policies throughout the Global North and Global South. In considering various established democratic countries, emerging democracies, ‘backsliding’ democracies, quasi-communist states, postcommunist societies, and authoritarian regimes, students will become familiar with the comparative method. Sub-themes such as political economy, political violence, and globalization will be further used as tools of comparison.

In the current age of ‘fake news’, disinformation, and misinformation, there will be a strong emphasis throughout the course on students acquiring information literacy skills, and particularly the ability to discern reputable news sources. There will be an equally strong emphasis on students consulting such reputable news sources on a daily basis (moving away from acquiring news through ‘soundbites’ via social media platforms) and understanding current developments around the world through comparative politics frameworks.


COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of the course, students will not only have a strong grasp of the concepts and theories of comparative politics but will also be able to critically analyze the differences and similarities between political regimes and policies around the world. Students will have further developed:
· Critical analysis and writing skills via conducting original research with secondary sources.   
· Time management and organization skills via meeting assignment deadlines.
· Public speaking skills via creating and delivering a short presentation, as well as contributing to class discussions. 


COURSE METHODOLOGY

POL2245 is an asynchronous online course that combines recorded lectures with interactive online activities. There are no scheduled class meetings; however, students are expected to engage consistently with course materials and participate in weekly discussions. Lectures will be recorded and uploaded to Brightspace in advance of the dates listed on the syllabus. In some cases, lectures may be made available earlier, but they will always be posted by the specified date.

Adequate engagement includes completing all assigned readings in a timely manner (ideally prior to watching the relevant recorded lecture), listening to the lecture material, and actively participating in discussion activities alongside classmates. Because the final exam will draw on readings, lectures, and online discussions, students are strongly encouraged to take careful notes on all components of the course. 


STATEMENT ON ACCEPTABLE USE OF GENERATIVE AI

The use of artificial intelligence software is not permitted for ANY aspect of this course. This includes software that ‘corrects’ or ‘rephrases’ sentences (i.e. Grammarly Premium or Microsoft Word’s ‘rewrite’ functions). TurnItIn software will be used to check assignments for plagiarism. Academic integrity and honesty are taken incredibly seriously throughout all aspects of the course and its assignments. Students are required to author all aspects of their work. Students are therefore strongly advised to save drafts and notes related to their writing process and to be prepared, if requested, to demonstrate the development of their work. This may include providing earlier drafts, outlines, or discussing the content of their submission with the professor.


TEXTBOOK AND COURSE MATERIALS

· Textbook: Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics, Third Edition, by Patrick H. O’Neil, Karl Fields, & Don Share, 2020. The textbook is available from the UWO bookstore and/or to purchase as an online resource (https://bookstore.uwo.ca/textbook-search?campus=HC&term=B2026&courses%5B0%5D=550_HC/POL2245E).
· News source: All students are required to purchase a (digital) subscription to the New York Times.
· The required materials for certain weeks include academic articles, podcasts, and films. All films are accessible through the UWO Library. Readings and podcasts will either be provided via links in the syllabus or posted on Brightspace under the relevant weekly module.

Students are strongly encouraged to begin reading news from reputable sources on a daily basis, if they do not do so already. The following are those particularly recommended by the professor: New York Times, BBC, Washington Post, The Economist, The Guardian, The Telegraph, and Reuters. There are a number of incredibly strong podcasts recommended as well: The Daily (by the New York Times), Newshour (by BBC), The Rest is Politics (UK version), Today Explained (by Vox), The Inquiry (by BBC), The Journal (by the Wall Street Journal), and What Next (by Slate).


METHODS OF EVALUATION
				
1. Participation (30%) 
Participation will be graded according to two criteria: a recorded presentation (worth 15%) and contribution to presentation discussions (worth 15%) / answering of film questionnaire sheets. 

Presentation Instructions:
Each student will complete one presentation during the term that connects course concepts to a contemporary political issue. In keeping with the asynchronous format of the course, presentations will be submitted as a short recorded video and paired with discussion prompts. The format can be zoom, powerpoint with audio, or a similar platform. 

Choose an article:	
· Select a news article from the New York Times published within the past six months. The article must relate directly to the themes/issues raised in the assigned reading for the selected presentation day.

Prepare a 10-12 minute presentation:
· Introduce the article: Provide the title, author, and publication date, and summarize the key points. Provide the link to the chosen article so that the class can easily access and read it.
· Background context: Offer any necessary historical, political, or cultural context that will help classmates understand the article.
· Connection to readings: Explicitly explain how the article illustrates, challenges, or extends the themes, arguments, or concepts from this topic’s assigned reading.
· Outside research: Bring in at least three pieces of outside evidence (i.e. statistics, reports, or academic sources) to enrich the analysis.
· Discussion questions: Develop two thoughtful questions for class discussion that draw out connections between the article and the broader course themes.
· Facilitate discussion: After viewing the presentation, classmates will respond in the discussion forum. Presenters are expected to engage with responses, answer questions, and generally help to facilitate discussion over the following three days.

Evaluation criteria:
· Relevance: The article clearly connects to the assigned readings.
· Clarity: Presentation is well-structured, concise, and easy to follow.
· Analysis: Strong, explicit connections are drawn between the news article, course concepts, and outside research.
· Engagement: Discussion questions are clear, open-ended, and thought-provoking, and there is sufficient engagement in the discussion with classmates.
· Professionalism: Presentation stays within the time limit and is well-prepared.

Please note: presenters are required to provide a copy of their presentation script to Dr. Scorgie, which should also include a bibliography of all sources consulted. As with every other component of the course, absolutely no AI is permitted to be used for this assignment.

Participation Instructions:
Participation in this course is mainly based on engagement with the discussion questions posed by student presenters. This includes reading the article that each presentation is based upon. These discussions are a central component of the course and are designed to deepen understanding of the readings and key course concepts.

Students should engage with the discussion question(s) of at least two presentations each week. More specifically, they should post at least one response engaging with the question(s) posed, and reply to at least one classmate in a way that extends or challenges the discussion. 

What counts as ‘substantive’ participation?
· Engaging directly with the NYT article in question, course readings, and/or lecture material.
· Offering analysis or interpretation, rather than summary. 
· Making connections across themes, concepts, or cases. 
· Thoughtfully engaging with the presenter’s question(s). 
· Responding constructively to classmates. 

To maintain an active discussion, responses to the presenter’s question(s) are due within 1 day (24 hours) of the presentation being posted. Replies to classmates are then due within 3 days (72 hours) of the presentation’s posting.

Evaluation criteria:
· Consistency of weekly engagement. 
· Quality and depth of responses. 
· Demonstrated understanding of course material. 
· Meaningful interaction with peers.

Students will also have the opportunity to complete short film question sheets for each of the films assigned in the course. These question sheets are designed to help guide students’ viewing, encourage reflection on the course themes, and provide an additional way to contribute toward the participation mark.


2. Final Exam (30%)
There will be a final exam administered during the exam period, with the specific timing set by the Office of the Registrar. The exam will be completed online in an asynchronous format. Students may begin the exam at any time within the designated exam window; however, once started, it must be completed within the allotted time.

The exam will cover the entire course, including lectures, readings (and podcasts), and presentations/online discussions. More details regarding the exam structure and technical requirements will be provided closer to the date.


3. Critical Response Papers (40% - each paper is worth 8%)
There will be five critical response papers completed over the course of the term (one per unit). These assignments are designed to encourage thoughtful engagement with the readings and to develop students’ analytical, reflective, and writing skills.

Critical Response Paper Instructions:
For these assignments, students will write a critical response of approximately 800-1,000 words based on the assigned readings for the relevant unit. These are not summary papers. Instead, they should offer a critical reflection that engages with one to two key themes emerging across the texts. Students are expected to develop their own argument while engaging directly with the authors’ claims. Explicit reference to the readings is required. No external research is necessary; responses should draw only on assigned course materials.

Strong papers will:
· Develop a clear and focused argument.
· Engage directly with the authors’ claims.
· Integrate and compare ideas across multiple readings.
· Reflect critically on one’s own assumptions, perspectives, and potential biases. 
· Demonstrate clarity, organization, and precision in writing.

Please see the rubric on the course Brightspace page for more details on specific expectations. 

Formatting requirements for the papers are the following: 
· 12-point Times New Roman font 
· double-spaced (except for footnotes and bibliography) 
· 2.5cm margins
· pages numbered 
· title page with name, date, course title, paper title, and word count
· footnotes and bibliography must be included 
· Chicago Manual of Style citation format should be carefully and consistently followed throughout 

All papers are to be submitted online by 11:59pm of the specified deadline. There are two consequences of late submissions: 1. Penalty of 2 marks per day taken off, including weekends. Assignments are not able to be submitted beyond 10 days past the due date (again, including weekends). 2. No feedback is provided on late assignments. 


COURSE COMMUNICATION

Dr. Scorgie is happy to meet with students, both to discuss issues relating to the course, as well as their academic careers more generally. If getting in-touch by email, a response will be provided within the hours of 8am-6pm, Monday to Friday, within two business days. Emails regarding material found within the course syllabus will not be responded to, and students are encouraged to frequently consult the syllabus, course Brightspace page, and their UWO email account for details regarding the course.


CLASS SCHEDULE (SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

	Date
	Topic
	Readings
	Assignments

	
UNIT ONE: Introduction and Foundational Concepts


	May 11
	Introduction to POL2245E

	None
	

	May 12
	What is comparative politics?

	Chapter One
 
	

	May 13
	States
	Chapter Two

	

	May 14
	Nations and society
	Chapter Three

	

	May 19
	Film: “The Lives of Others”
	The Guardian. “Enemies everywhere: photos show absurdity of life under the Stasi”

The New Yorker. “Piecing Together the History of Stasi Spying”

	Reflection paper #1 due

	
UNIT TWO: Political Economy and Conflict


	May 20
	Political economy
	Chapter Four  

	*

	May 21
	Political violence Part I

	Chapter Five 
	*

	May 25
	Political violence Part II

	The Guardian. “The cult of memory: when history does more harm than good”

Kalyvas, Stathis N. “The Ontology of “Political Violence”: Action and Identity in Civil Wars”

	*

	May 26
	Film: “War Don Don”
	BBC. “Sierra Leone country profile”

BBC. “Sierra Leone profile – timeline” 

Explore this website (lots of very relevant and interesting links): “Exploring the legacy of the Special Court for Sierra Leone” 

	Reflection paper #2 due

	
UNIT THREE: Democratic Regimes


	May 27
	Democratic regimes

	Chapter Six 
	*

	May 28
	Developed democracies

	Chapter Seven (relevant section)
	*

	June 1 
	Developed democracies – UK 
Film: “Brexit: The Uncivil War”
	Chapter Seven (relevant section)
	*

	June 2
	Developed democracies – US

	Chapter Seven (relevant section)
	*

	June 3
	Developed democracies – Germany and Japan 
	Chapter Seven (relevant sections)
	*
Reflection paper #3 due

	
UNIT FOUR: Nondemocratic Regimes


	June 4
	Nondemocratic regimes

	Chapter 8 
	*

	June 8
	Communism and postcommunism
	Chapter 9 (relevant section)

	*

	June 9
	Communism and postcommunism – Russia and China
	Chapter 9 (relevant sections) 

The Rest is History podcast: ‘The Architect of Modern China’

	*

	June 10
	Film: “Navalny”
	BBC. “Alexei Navalny, Russia’s most outspoken critic”

BBC. “Alexei Navalny’s life in ‘Polar Wolf’ remote Arctic penal colony”

The New Yorker. “Personal History: Prison Diaries”

	Reflection paper #4 due

	
UNIT FIVE: Developing States


	June 11
	Developing countries

	Chapter 10 (relevant section) 
	*

	June 15
	Developing countries – Iran 

	Chapter 10 (relevant section)
	*

	June 16
	Developing countries – Mexico and Brazil 
Film: TBD
	Chapter 10 (relevant sections) 
	*

	June 17
	Developing countries – South Africa 

	Chapter 10 (relevant section) 
	*

	June 18
	Failing and failed states – Democratic Republic of Congo 

	Kiyirembera, Roc Thomas. “State Failure Reclaimed: How African Leaders and Western Diplomats Leverage Discourse for Strategic Gains”

Amnesty International. “Why is the Democratic Republic of Congo wracked by conflict?”

	*
Reflection paper #5 due


		
POLICIES AND REGULATIONS 

See Brightspace page for ‘Appendix to Course Outlines’ for this information.
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