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Fall Term 2025

History of Religion 350
The Making of Modern Anglicanism:
From the Caroline Divines to the Victorians
Huron’s Licentiate in Theology Program


Huron University College Land Acknowledgment

Huron is situated on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabeg, Haudenosaunee, Attawandaron, and Lenape peoples, whose sharing and stewardship of the land has been governed by the Dish with One Spoon treaty since time immemorial. We are guided by this treaty in the spirit of peace, friendship, and respect. Huron University College acknowledges its past role in perpetuating colonial and exclusionary relations. Because religious and ecclesial institutions were instrumental in such relations, we consider it our particular responsibility as a Faculty of Theology to work towards justice and reconciliation.

Course Dates: September 4th – October 23rd, 2025
Time: Thursdays from 7 – 9 P.M. (CT); 8 – 10 P.M. (ET)
Delivery: Hosted via Zoom
Instructor: The Rev. Daniel F. Graves, BA (York), MDiv (Trinity College), ThM (Trinity College). Theologian-in-Residence, Trinity Anglican Church, Aurora, ON  

Contact: fr.daniel.graves@gmail.com  	Phone: (647) 378-5795	

Course Description

Modern Anglicanism is the consequence of many diverging and converging strands of churchmanship, theological commitments, and sociological factors that weave their way through the three centuries leading up to present era. Modern Anglicans tend to have a strong grasp both of the Reformation roots of Anglicanism and, from their own experience, a sense of modern Anglicanism. However, most of us have a more tenuous grasp on the period from the Caroline divines to the Victorians. What understanding we do have is often characterized by cliché and caricature.  This course seeks to introduce students, in a much more nuanced way, to the thinkers, events, and conditions during that period that led up the creation of modern Anglicanism.

Anthony Milton has called the time leading up to the English Civil war ‘England’s Second Reformation’. The conflict in the second quarter of the seventeenth century between Laudian high-churchism and an ascendant puritanism was characterized by a battle over who owns the past. Was the English Reformation a break from the past or does the English church stand in continuity with its past. Both sides claimed a continuity with the primitive church, but what is meant by ‘primitive church’ to each party? 

Following the Commonwealth period, at the Restoration and into the so-called ‘long eighteenth century’, hopes ran high for ‘comprehension’, that is, inclusion of and concession for the forms of churchmanship that were in conflict from the time of the Elizabethan settlement through the civil war. These hopes were not fully realized, some might even say dashed, to be replaced by the tension of the penal laws and reluctant degrees of toleration of emerging non-conforming sects. Running parallel to the emerging political strands of Toryism and Whigism, strands of religious partisanship began take shape. The old Puritan strand began to stand outside the Established Church in the form of non-conforming, independent and separatist sects, the Restoration Establishment settled into a high-church Anglicanism (or what we might call ‘old High Church’ today), and a stream of rationalist, low-church liberal, or latitudinarian Christianity. A more advanced stream of rationalism wedded to a strict biblicism led to the emergence of heterodox theological non-Trinitarian convictions that sat uneasily more orthodox conformists. However, the conforming groups perhaps held more in common and their differences were more blurred and malleable than the partyism (Tractarian, Evangelical, and Broad-churchism) that emerged in the Victorian period.

The course will also look at the origins of global Anglicism in the proliferation of missionary societies, and eventually the creation of the ‘Anglican Communion’. 


Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes

The objectives of this are three-fold:
1) To provide an overview of the history of Anglicanism from the seventeenth through nineteenth centuries through a reading of selected primary source texts, and to understand the theological issues and ecclesiological commitments articulated in these texts.
2) To introduce students to a variety of Anglican thinkers who are rarely studied today but still (often profoundly, but unknowingly) inform modern Anglican identity.
3) To provide students with an opportunity to articulate a personal, but historically-grounded and informed understanding of Anglicanism and their own Anglican theological commitments.


Required Texts
Selections and short excerpts/selections from primary sources will be available on the Google Classroom.

Course Outline/Plan 
Topics and Readings

Week 1: Setting the Stage – The Elizabethan & Jacobean Church

The Elizabethan settlement, King James & the Hampton Court Conference, the 1611 Authorized Bible. Catholic recusancy and puritanism.

Readings: Peter Marshall, ‘Settlement Patterns: The Church of England 1553-1603’, in Anthony Milton, ed., The Oxford History of Anglicanism, Volume 1: Reformation and Identity, c. 1520-1662 (Oxford: OUP, 2017), pp 45-62. (To be distributed & read prior to week 1 as background for the Elizabethan period not covered in this course)

Week 2: England’s Second Reformation

William Laud, the Caroline Divines, the Puritan ascendancy, Metaphysical Preaching and Poetry; the Civil War and Commonwealth.

Readings: selections from: William Laud, Star Chamber Speech [1637]; Charles I (John Gauden), Eikon Basilike: John Donne, selected sermons and poems; George Herbert, A Country Parson & The Temple;

Week 3: The Beginnings of Liberal Anglicanism

John Hales, Chillingworth, Lord Falkland and the Great Tew Circle, Latitudinarianism, the Cambridge Platonists

Readings: Selections from: John Hales, Golden Remains; William Chillingworth, The Religion of the Protestants [1637]; Henry More, Divine Dialogues [1688]

Week 4: Restoration 

Attempts as ‘comprehension’, the 1662 prayer book, toleration vs. conformity, the rise of Tories and Whigs, the beginnings of Anglican partyism, the Glorious Revolution and the non-Jurors.

Readings: selections from Walton’s Lives; 1662 Prayer Book, selections; Act of Toleration 1689, Penal Laws (Clarendon Code of the 1660s); Richard Baxter & the Savoy conference.

Week 5: The Long Eighteenth Century

The rise of Rationalism, critiques of Trinitarianism, the subscription controversy, the Bangorian controversy, old ‘high churchism’, non-juror piety and liturgical experimentation, methodism, early evangelicalism, Methodism.

Readings: Selections from: Benjamin Hoadly, The Nature of the Kingdom (or Church) of Christ [1717]; Henry Sacheverell, Perils of False Brethren [1700]; Joseph Butler, Analogy of Religion [1736]; William Paley, Evidences [1802]; William Law, A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life [1729]; Charles Simeon, sermons; John Wesley, journal; selection of Wesleyan hymns; selections from John Newton’s hymns.

Week 6: The Victorian Church

New party divisions, Anglo-Catholicism, Tractarianism, and ritualism (new ‘high church) vs. the Evangelicals (new ‘low church’); emerging broad churchism; Christian Socialism, ritualistic prosecutions; calls for liturgical reform.

Readings: John Keble, National Apostasy [1833]; John Henry Newman, Tract 90 [1841]; documents related to the Gorham and Lincoln/King cases; F.D. Maurice, selections from The Kingdom of Christ, Part 3 [1838]; F. D. Maurice, Reasons for not Joining a Party in the Church [1841], Benjamin Jowett, On the Interpretation of Scripture, from Essays and Reviews [1860]

Week 7: Pastoral Care, Church & Mission Societies, Missions, and Colonialism

Exploration and early missions, church societies (SPG, CMS, Society for the Reformation of Manners), the Companies, education in the colonies (SPCK, tracts, Sunday schools, libraries, Indian Residential Schools); the reformation of manners; pastoral care manuals

Readings: Gilbert Burnett, A Discourse on Pastoral Care [1692], chapter 8; Thomas Bray, A Memorial [1701]; Thomas Bray, An Essay towards Promoting all Necessary and Useful Knowledge [1697]; 

Week 8: The Birth of a Worldwide Communion

The American church, the birth of national synods, the problem of authority in the colonial church, the Colenso affair, the birth of the Lambeth Conference, the early ecumenical movement.

Readings: documents related to the consecration of Samuel Seabury; selected documents from the Colenso affair; selections from the proceedings of the early Lambeth Conferences; selections related to the earliest colonial synods (Toronto, New Zealand); Machray’s primatial address at the first Canadian General Synod of 1893.

Class Format:

Hour 1 – lecture and historical background/review
Hour 2 – 10-minute student presentations of an assigned reading and class discussion.


Method of Evaluation and Criteria for Grading                                                                       (only for students choosing to be evaluated for full course credit)

Student presentations (critical, close reading of a text – no use of secondary sources) – Each student will present one of the assigned readings, identifying the key themes of the text, the rhetoric and polemic of the text, its context, and how the concept of ‘church’ is understood in the document. 25%

Image analysis – Students will choose one of the assigned images associated with a particular moment in the 300-year timeframe of the course and exegete the image, explaining how it represents or reflects that moment in Anglican history. The reflection on the image will be supported by reference to the primary texts assigned (no secondary sources) in the course associated with this moment in history. 750 words (3 pages) 25%

Final written assignment – What does it mean to be Anglican? You have been asked to write a long-form (2500-3000 word) magazine article (e.g., for the Atlantic, New Yorker, the Walrus), explaining what it means to you be an Anglican based on your reading of the history of Anglicanism. You may only refer to primary texts assigned for the course (no secondary sources). The article will need to describe and explain the complexity of modern Anglicanism, and through an understanding of the texts you have read in this course, explain how we got here. Sources must be appropriately cited. 40%

Note on the use of AI: these assignments are intended to assess the student’s own understanding and interpretation of the primary sources. This is the reason secondary sources are generally not assigned in this course. Students will have all the tools and resources at their disposal to read and interpret the texts without recourse to secondary literature or the use of AI.

Participation - attendance at lectures (or viewing online recorded lectures), participation in online discussion board, participation in class discussion. 10%

Due Dates
Presentations – Done weekly through course weeks 2-8 (sign up on Google Classroom) 
Image Analysis – Due Week 7 
Saint’s Life – Due two weeks after Week 8/conclusion of Course



Huron Grade Descriptors
	 A+  
	 90-100   
	 One could scarcely expect better from a student at this level

	 A
	 80-89  
	 Superior work which is clearly above average

	 B
	 70-79
	 Good work, meeting all requirements, and eminently satisfactory

	 C
	 60-69
	 Competent work, meeting requirements

	 D  
	 50-59
	 Fair work, minimally acceptable

	 F
	 below 50
	 Fail



Student Code of Conduct
Membership in the community of Huron University College and Western University implies acceptance by every student of the principle of respect for the rights, responsibilities, dignity and well-being of others and a readiness to support an environment conducive to the intellectual and personal growth of all who study, work, and live within it. Upon registration, students assume the responsibilities that such registration entails. While in the physical or online classroom, students are expected to behave in a manner that supports the learning environment of others. Please review the Student Code of Conduct at: https://huronatwestern.ca/sites/default/files/Res%20Life/Student%20Code%20of%20Conduct%20-%20Revised%20September%202019.pdf.

Statement on the Recording of Class Activities
Students may not record or distribute any class activity, including conversations during office hours, without written permission from the instructor, except as necessary as part of approved accommodations for students with disabilities. Any approved recordings may only be used for the student’s own private use.

Online courses within the Licentiate in Theology Program are recorded for student engagement purposes. These recording are only used by the registered students of the class and made available through a restricted video hosting site to respect both privacy and intellectual property. Should a student be uncomfortable with this practice, they can contact the course instructor or the LTh Program Director, Dr. Grayhame Bowcott at grayhame.bowcott@huron.uwo.ca 

Support Services
For advice on course selections, degree requirements, and for assistance with requests for medical accommodation, students should contact the LTh Program Director, Dr. Grayhame Bowcott at grayhame.bowcott@huron.uwo.ca.
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THIS COURSE HAS NOT YET BEEN APPROVED 
BY HURON’S FACULTY OF THEOLOGY COMMITTEE 
FOR THE FALL TERM OF THE LTH PROGRAM, 2025.
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