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Huron’s Licentiate in Theology Program
WORSHIP 125
The Preacher’s Handbook:  An Introduction to Homiletics


Huron University College Land Acknowledgment

Huron is situated on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabeg, Haudenosaunee, Attawandaron, and Lenape peoples, whose sharing and stewardship of the land has been governed by the Dish with One Spoon treaty since time immemorial. We are guided by this treaty in the spirit of peace, friendship, and respect. Huron University College acknowledges its past role in perpetuating colonial and exclusionary relations. Because religious and ecclesial institutions were instrumental in such relations, we consider it our particular responsibility as a Faculty of Theology to work towards justice and reconciliation.

Course Dates:	March 4th; 11th	Bishop Todd Townshend; 
March 18th; 25th	Rev. Steve Greene;
April 1st;  8th		Rev. Dr. Jeff Crittenden.  
April 22nd 		Our final preaching event!

Time: Tuesdays from 8 – 10 P.M. (ET)
Delivery: Hosted via Zoom
Instructors:
 
The Rt. Rev. Todd Townshend, ThD	BishopTodd@huron.anglican.ca
The Rev. Steve Greene, M.Div.		stevegreene@diohuron.org
The Rev. Jeffrey Crittenden, DMin, PhD	jcritte@uwo.ca


Course Description:  This course will explore the practice of preaching in the context of Christian worship as a primary medium for the ‘Gospel’- the saving activity of God in the world.  We’ll dig into questions such as:  What kind of God speaks and acts through ritual speech and action?  What kind of opportunity is still present in the communal hearing of a word?  How can our preparation for preaching be attuned to this ‘Liturgy of the Word’ so that it will propel us into the joyful mission of Christ in the world?
Together we’ll dig into the art of preaching as taught from three different perspectives, including the four-page sermon; the power of narrative storytelling; and using techniques of homiletical persuasion- the Lowry Loop!  This handbook of techniques will equip future preachers with new confidence and important skills for ministry.

Course Outcomes:
Upon the successful completion of this course, a student should be able to… 
1. exhibit development in their preaching, 
1. develop an awareness of body language and speech articulation.
1. identify a variety of preaching structures and techniques, 
1. preach sermons with a variety of designs and styles.

The course's overall goal is to foster a love for preaching God's Grace in a diversity of homiletical styles.

Recommended Text:

Four Page Sermon, Paul Scott Wilson, Abingdon Press.  
All other required listening/viewing will be provided.

Course Outline/Plan

Bishop Todd: A “grammar” for preaching - structure and dynamics for the sermon.

March 4th:	Homiletical Exegesis: Exercises for interpreting the Scriptures.

March 11th:	Homiletical Theology: a method for theological speech.


Rev. Steve:	An exploration of Biblical and Sacramental Preaching.

March 18th:	The Structure of Narrative Preaching: emphasis on Biblical Story

March 25th:  The Structure of Narrative Preaching: emphasis on Holidays and Sacraments.

Rev. Jeff:	

April 1st:	Narrative Preaching: Craddock, Long, Lowry and Taylor.

Watch/Listen and be prepared to discuss:

Dr. Barbara Brown Taylor (April 7, 2019- start at 21 mins)	
https://chapel.duke.edu/events/university-worship-1554649200-1554652800

Chrysostom- Easter sermon
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6mfqUVz1p4

Dr. Tom Long (May 1, 2011- start at 34mins)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wIVEU9oLJbg&feature=youtu.be



April 8th: 	Contextual Preaching: Who is listening?
	PREACHER INTERVIEW DUE

Watch- Dr. Paul Scott Wilson (June 18, 2017- start at 27mins)
https://chapel.duke.edu/events/university-worship-1497798000-1497801600

Dr. Craig Barnes https://youtu.be/7KR-re7_LdE

Brene Brown- Shame vs Guilt- Ted Talks- October 10, 2017
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Brene+Brown+Shame+Video&&view=detail&mid=4B3C2171AF5A136AD87E4B3C2171AF5A136AD87E&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DBrene%2BBrown%2BShame%2BVideo%26FORM%3DRESTAB

Dr. Maya Angelou - Power Of Words- https://youtu.be/8PXdacSqvcA

Dr. Maya Angelou- Still I Rise - - https://youtu.be/r_muacudzsI

Mary Oliver- "WILD GEESE"- https://youtu.be/lfayiBoaXE8



ALL:
April 22nd	Participants offer their sermons (7 Min Sermon- MAX)


Method of Evaluation and Criteria for Grading                                                                       (only for students choosing to be evaluated for full course credit)

The evaluation will be based on:
1. 30%-	Participation in class discussions/Assignment Completion
1. 30%-	Interview with a Seasoned Preacher
1. 40%-	Sermon

A. Participation (30%) Active attendance and class participation are essential. The student will be assessed for an ability to engage with and contribute to classroom learning. Also, the ability to give constructive, critical and encouraging feedback to your fellow students (according to course theory) will be highly valued here.

B. An Interview with a Congregational Preacher (30%). This interview will include things like techniques, pastoral concerns and insights on preaching.

C. Sermon (40%). The student can choose to record or present live.  Each sermon will be peer-reviewed.

Huron Grade Descriptors
	 A+  
	 90-100   
	 One could scarcely expect better from a student at this level

	 A
	 80-89  
	 Superior work which is clearly above average

	 B
	 70-79
	 Good work, meeting all requirements, and eminently satisfactory

	 C
	 60-69
	 Competent work, meeting requirements

	 D  
	 50-59
	 Fair work, minimally acceptable

	 F
	 below 50
	 Fail



Student Code of Conduct
Membership in the community of Huron University College and Western University implies acceptance by every student of the principle of respect for the rights, responsibilities, dignity and well-being of others and a readiness to support an environment conducive to the intellectual and personal growth of all who study, work, and live within it. Upon registration, students assume the responsibilities that such registration entails. While in the physical or online classroom, students are expected to behave in a manner that supports the learning environment of others. Please review the Student Code of Conduct at: https://huronatwestern.ca/sites/default/files/Res%20Life/Student%20Code%20of%20Conduct%20-%20Revised%20September%202019.pdf.

Statement on the Recording of Class Activities
Students may not record or distribute any class activity, including conversations during office hours, without written permission from the instructor, except as necessary as part of approved accommodations for students with disabilities. Any approved recordings may only be used for the student’s own private use.

Online courses within the Licentiate in Theology Program are recorded for student engagement purposes. These recording are only used by the registered students of the class and made available through a restricted video hosting site to respect both privacy and intellectual property. Should a student be uncomfortable with this practice, they can contact the course instructor or the LTh Program Director, Dr. Grayhame Bowcott at grayhame.bowcott@huron.uwo.ca 

Support Services
For advice on course selections, degree requirements, and for assistance with requests for medical accommodation, students should contact the LTh Program Director, Dr. Grayhame Bowcott at grayhame.bowcott@huron.uwo.ca.
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THIS COURSE HAS BEEN APPROVED BY HURON’S FACULTY OF THEOLOGY COMMITTEE 
FOR THE SPRING TERM OF THE LTH PROGRAM, 2025.
image2.png
=
Huron University

College

VA " Licentiate in
g Theology Program





image1.jpg
THEOLOGY





