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Spring Term 2026
Theological Studies 550 
Course Syllabus

Anglican Theology
According to the Thirty-Nine Articles



Huron University College Land Acknowledgment

Huron is situated on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabeg, Haudenosaunee, Attawandaron, and Lenape peoples, whose sharing and stewardship of the land has been governed by the Dish with One Spoon treaty since time immemorial. We are guided by this treaty in the spirit of peace, friendship, and respect. Huron University College acknowledges its past role in perpetuating colonial and exclusionary relations. Because religious and ecclesial institutions were instrumental in such relations, we consider it our particular responsibility as a Faculty of Theology to work towards justice and reconciliation.

Course Dates: TBA
Time: 
Delivery: Hosted via Zoom
Instructor: Revd. Canon Dr. Mike Michielin
Contact: maicomichielin@gmail.com	613-888-9076

Course Description
This course considers what is Anglican Theology as outlined by the ‘Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion’ in the Book of Common Prayer. The ‘Thirty-Nine Articles’ were intended to exercise a normative role as a standard of belief for the Anglican Church. However, its skeletal structure invites its readers to theologically elaborate upon its premises. By inviting us to do so, the Articles encourage a via media between and thus, openness to, protestant and catholic theological understandings of what it means to be an Anglican. Furthermore, by coming to understand the Anglican Faith as a ‘synthesis’ of protestant and catholic perspectives, this course hopes to equip the student to engage the philosophical underpinnings of today’s secular culture. 
Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes
At the end of this course, students will…

1. Outline the historical foundations of the Anglican Church and its theology.
2. Gain a deeper understanding of the doctrines of the Anglican Church and see how they relate to Christian discipleship, preaching, and pastoral care
3. To consider how doctrine can respond to and engage the philosophical underpinning of today’s culture
4. To understand why intellectual engagement with questions concerning doctrine is fundamental to realizing and experiencing a deep and vibrant Christian faith


Required Text(s) [or Study Documents]

All assigned weekly readings will be made available as PDFs through a Dropbox link, which will be shared before the beginning of the course. Students are expected to complete the readings in advance of class each week. 

Course Outline/Plan

Week 1:	INTRODUCTION AND THE BEING OF GOD - Article I 
		What are the distinguishing markers of being an Anglican?
		How did Anglicanism come about?
		What does God mean?
		Why is the Trinity important and relevant?		

PRIMARY READINGS:
Martin Davie, ‘Our Inheritance of Faith: A Commentary on the Thirty Nine Articles,’ pp. 10-63 and 103-125.

SECONDARY READING: 	
Oliver O’Donovan, ‘ON THE THIRTY NINE ARTICLES: A Conversation with Tudor Christianity’, pp. 7-26

Week 2 	CHRISTOLOGY AND THE HOLY SPIRIT - Articles II-V 
	What difference does it make that God’s Word became human?
	Why did Jesus die on a Cross?
	Why did Jesus have to ascend to His Father in heaven?
	Is the Holy Spirit just an add-on?	

	
PRIMARY READING:
		Davie, ‘Our Inheritance of Faith’ pp. 126-236

SECONDARY READING:	
Oliver O’Donovan, ‘ON THE THIRTY NINE ARTICLES’, pp. 27-48.


Week 3 	SCRIPTURE AND THE CREEDS - Articles VI-VIII
	
	Is the bible outdated?
	How can the bible be authoritative?
	What difference do the Creeds make in our lives?

PRIMARY READING:
	Davie, ‘Our Inheritance of Faith’ pp. 237-300
SECONDARY READING: 	
O’Donovan, ‘ON THE THIRTY NINE ARTICLES,’ pp. 49-64

Week 4 	HUMAN NATURE - Articles IX-X, XV-XVI 
	
	What does it mean to be human?
	How can we have free will if God knows everything?
	If we are renewed in our baptism, why do we keep on sinning?
	Did God create us bad?

PRIMARY READING:
	Davie, ‘Our Inheritance of Faith’ pp.301-319 and 357-373.
SECONDARY READING:	
O’Donovan, ‘ON THE THIRTY NINE ARTICLES,’ pp. 65-75

Week 5	SALVATION - Articles XI-XIV, XVII-XVIII 
	
	If we are justified by faith does that mean, we don’t have to do anything?
	If God first elects us, how do we know we are saved?
	Is it ‘our’ faith or the ‘faith’ of Jesus Christ that saves us?
	What are we saved for?

PRIMARY READING:	
Martin Davie, ‘Our Inheritance of Faith: A Commentary on the Thirty Nine Articles,’ pp. 320-256 and 374-399

SECONDARY READING:  
O’Donovan, ‘ON THE THIRTY NINE ARTICLES,’ pp. 76-87

Week 6	THE CHURCH – Articles XIX, XX-XXII

	Why do we need the Church?
	Can we be saved without the Church?
	How can the Church be ‘holy’ when it is so corrupt?
	How can the Church be ‘catholic’ when it is so divided?

PRIMARY READING:	
Davie, ‘Our Inheritance of Faith: A Commentary on the Thirty Nine,’ pp. 400-465

SECONDARY READING: 
O’Donovan, ‘ON THE THIRTY NINE ARTICLES,’ pp. 88-96 and 111-112.

Week 7	THE SACRAMENTS (BAPTISM) – Articles XXV-XXVII
	
	Do we have 2 or 7 sacraments in the Anglican Church?
	What makes something a sacrament?
	What happens in our baptism?

PRIMARY READING:
	Davie, ‘Our Inheritance of Faith’ pp. 466-502
SECONDARY READING: 	
O’Donovan, ‘ON THE THIRTY NINE ARTICLES,’ pp. 122-131

Week 8	HOLY COMMUNION – Articles XXVII-XXXI
	
	Why is holy communion important?
	Do we need to celebrate it every Sunday?
	What are requirements to receive holy communion?
	How can say, ‘This is my body and this is my blood’? 

PRIMARY READING:
	Davie, ‘Our Inheritance of Faith’ pp. 503-541
SECONDARY READING: 	
O’Donovan, ‘ON THE THIRTY NINE ARTICLES,’ pp. 122-131

Method of Evaluation and Criteria for Grading                                                                 (only for students choosing to be evaluated for full course credit)
 
Two document studies (500 words each) and a Final Essay (1000 words) will be completed by each student seeking evaluation for full LTh credit. 

1. Class Engagement/Participation 		20% 
2. Summary Analysis of reading for Article II	20%
3. Summary Analysis of reading for Article XI	20%
4. Final Essay:  See topic below         		40%  

Assignment Guidelines

Assignment 1	
Provide a summary, using your ‘own words’’ of your assigned reading for Article II from Davie, ‘Our Inheritance of Faith’, pp. 126-59 
(500 Words)

Assignment 2
Provide a summary, using your ‘own words’ of your assigned reading for Article XI from Davie, ‘Our Inheritance of Faith’, pp. 320-329
(500 Words)
	
FINAL ESSAY (1200 Words)

The 39 Articles of Religion are mostly forgotten by many in today’s Anglican Church. However, its authority and thus, importance was espoused by the Anglican Church of Canada, in our General Synod’s ‘Solemn Declaration, 1893’ as follows,

We are determined by the help of God to hold and maintain the Doctrine, Sacraments and Discipline of Christ, as the Lord hath commanded and set forth the same in the Book of Common Prayer … and the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion; and to transmit the same unimpaired to our posterity (BCP, 1962, p. viii)

Considering this statement, and what you have learned in this course, the final essay will attempt to answer the following question,

Are the thirty-nine articles of religions as found in the Book of Common Prayer relevant to today’s Anglican Church? Why or why not?

A successful essay will answer the following questions:
· How do the Articles of Religion inform and guide Christian belief and practice?
· How can the Articles of Religion help the Anglican Church and its members engage, discern, and respond to today’s cultural norms and truths?
· How can the Articles of Religion assist in one’s spiritual growth and union with God?

Huron Grade Descriptors
	 A+  
	 90-100   
	 One could scarcely expect better from a student at this level

	 A
	 80-89  
	 Superior work which is clearly above average

	 B
	 70-79
	 Good work, meeting all requirements, and eminently satisfactory

	 C
	 60-69
	 Competent work, meeting requirements

	 D  
	 50-59
	 Fair work, minimally acceptable

	 F
	 below 50
	 Fail



Student Code of Conduct
Membership in the community of Huron University College and Western University implies acceptance by every student of the principle of respect for the rights, responsibilities, dignity and well-being of others and a readiness to support an environment conducive to the intellectual and personal growth of all who study, work, and live within it. Upon registration, students assume the responsibilities that such registration entails. While in the physical or online classroom, students are expected to behave in a manner that supports the learning environment of others. Please review the Student Code of Conduct at: https://huronatwestern.ca/sites/default/files/Res%20Life/Student%20Code%20of%20Conduct%20-%20Revised%20September%202019.pdf.

Statement on the Recording of Class Activities
Students may not record or distribute any class activity, including conversations during office hours, without written permission from the instructor, except as necessary as part of approved accommodations for students with disabilities. Any approved recordings may only be used for the student’s own private use.

Online courses within the Licentiate in Theology Program are recorded for student engagement purposes. These recording are only used by the registered students of the class and made available through a restricted video hosting site to respect both privacy and intellectual property. Should a student be uncomfortable with this practice, they can contact the course instructor or the LTh Program Director, Dr. Grayhame Bowcott at grayhame.bowcott@huron.uwo.ca 

Statement of Prohibition on the Use of AI
As the primary purpose of Huron’s Licentiate in Theology Program is to enable critical thinking, spiritual  growth, the cultivation of individual ministry skillsets, and personal discernment for future ministry leadership, this means that we expect our students to offer up only their own ideas and original contributions of writing, assignments, and evaluative content. Any and all use of AI (Artificial Intelligence) is strictly prohibited within this program. Any student that violates this prohibition will be disqualified from receiving credit for the course they are taking. Any student who repeatedly violates this prohibition may risk expulsion from the LTh Program.

Support Services
For advice on course selections, degree requirements, and for assistance with requests for medical accommodation, students should contact the LTh Program Director, Dr. Grayhame Bowcott at grayhame.bowcott@huron.uwo.ca.
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THIS COURSE HAS NOT YET BEEN APPROVED BY HURON’S FACULTY OF THEOLOGY COMMITTEE 
FOR THE WINTER/SPRING TERM OF THE LTH PROGRAM, 2026
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