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Spring Term 2026
Sacred Texts 300/ Worship 300
Course Syllabus
Jesus and Paul:
The Gospel’s Power in a Roman Empire


Huron University College Land Acknowledgment

Huron is situated on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabeg, Haudenosaunee, Attawandaron, and Lenape peoples, whose sharing and stewardship of the land has been governed by the Dish with One Spoon treaty since time immemorial. We are guided by this treaty in the spirit of peace, friendship, and respect. Huron University College acknowledges its past role in perpetuating colonial and exclusionary relations. Because religious and ecclesial institutions were instrumental in such relations, we consider it our particular responsibility as a Faculty of Theology to work towards justice and reconciliation.

Course Dates: April 11th, 18th and 25th  
Time: 10:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. (Eastern Time)
Delivery: Hosted via Zoom
Instructor: The Rev. Dr. Jeff Crittenden, DMin, PhD
Contact: jcritte@uwo.ca		  

Course Description
The New Testament includes narratives, letters, and poetry. Twenty-seven different texts focus on the same figure: Jesus. They tell the story of his life and death, proclaim his resurrection from the dead, and show how his followers spread the word about Jesus throughout the ancient Mediterranean world. Together, we will explore the historical context of the first and second-century Mediterranean world, exploring the writings in their context and finding ways to proclaim these sacred scriptures in a meaningful way.
Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes
Upon the successful completion of this course, a student should be able to… 
1. Understand major themes in the Gospels and Letters of Paul, 
1. Identify aspects of Roman culture and its influences on the Jesus movement.
1. Knowledgeable in the various literary devices used in the Gospel and Letters, 
1. Participate in crafting sermons that proclaim and reflect the Gospel,
1. Reflect and share in biblical exegesis.

Required Text
The principal text for this course will be: 
1. Ehrman, Bart. D.  (2017).  A Brief Introduction to the New Testament.  Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press.


Course Outline/Plan

Week One:  Sat April 11th (10-330 EST).
History of the Roman Republic to the Empire
	A survey of the Roman Republic/Empire historical timeline from 100 BCE to 100 CE.
Gospel of Mark, Matthew and Luke- overview
	An examination of each Gospel, inclusive of what is distinct, unique, and the core
characteristics of each.
Select Letters of Paul 
	Working through the letters of Galatians, 1 Thessalonians, 1/2 Corinthians, Philemon, 
Philippians and Romans students will explore core themes and the uniqueness of Paul’s
letters.

Week 2 Sat April 18th (10-330 EST).
Presentations on Character in the Gospel/Letters of Paul
	Students will present their chosen character ot the class.
Gospel of Mark, Matthew and Luke- in detail
	Further exploration of the synaptics.

Gospel of Acts
	An examination of Acts, inclusive of what is distinct, unique, and the core
characteristics of the Gospel in comparison to the letter of Paul.

Gospel of John	
An examination of the Gospel, inclusive of what is distinct, unique, and the core
characteristics of John.


Week 3 Sat April 22nd (10-330 EST).
Assignment on Geographical location in the Gospel/Letters of Paul is due.
	Students will present.

Select Letters of Paul in Detail
	A survey of the letters attributed to Paul and an examination of the developments of the 
early church.

Sermon Presentations	
	Students will preach a 7 min sermon.

Method of Evaluation and Criteria for Grading                                                                       (only for students choosing to be evaluated for full course credit)
 
1. 	Class Engagement/Participation – 20% 
Students are expected to participate in class by reflecting on their insights from readings and assignments.

2. Presentation on a Character in the Gospel/Letters of Paul – 20% 
Students will select a person in the Gospels or Letters of St. Paul and write between 1250-1500 words describing the person, their significance, their actions, the result of their actions, the impact on the story and so forth.  For example, Lydia, the dealer of purple dye in Acts- what is her significance (describe her life, her significance), what does she do in the story?  What happens because of her courage and generosity?  And how is the gospel proclaimed, enlivened, and lived because of her? 
 
3. Written assignment on a geographical location in the Gospel/Letters of Paul – 20% 
Students will select a geographical location in the Gospel or Letters of St. Paul and write between 1250-1500 words describing the location, its history, its significance in the story, and how the location shapes the Gospel story.  For example, Corinth is a recently reconstructed city by the Romans after a long history as a Greek City.  What is its history?  Why does it matter to Paul, in the letter to the Corinthians, that the temple to Apollo and Aphrodite is so prominent?  Why does Corinth, being a place where ships from around the Mediterranean are loaded and unloaded, matter?  Who were the citizens of Corinth at the time of Paul, and what were their professions? 

4. Exegesis and Sermon Presentation – 40%
Select a Biblical text from the lectionary, and write between 1250-1500 words about the meaning of the text.  Prepare a 7-minute sermon to preach in class.




Huron Grade Descriptors
	 A+  
	 90-100   
	 One could scarcely expect better from a student at this level

	 A
	 80-89  
	 Superior work which is clearly above average

	 B
	 70-79
	 Good work, meeting all requirements, and eminently satisfactory

	 C
	 60-69
	 Competent work, meeting requirements

	 D  
	 50-59
	 Fair work, minimally acceptable

	 F
	 below 50
	 Fail



Student Code of Conduct
Membership in the community of Huron University College and Western University implies acceptance by every student of the principle of respect for the rights, responsibilities, dignity and well-being of others and a readiness to support an environment conducive to the intellectual and personal growth of all who study, work, and live within it. Upon registration, students assume the responsibilities that such registration entails. While in the physical or online classroom, students are expected to behave in a manner that supports the learning environment of others. Please review the Student Code of Conduct at: https://huronatwestern.ca/sites/default/files/Res%20Life/Student%20Code%20of%20Conduct%20-%20Revised%20September%202019.pdf.

Statement on the Recording of Class Activities
Students may not record or distribute any class activity, including conversations during office hours, without written permission from the instructor, except as necessary as part of approved accommodations for students with disabilities. Any approved recordings may only be used for the student’s own private use.

Online courses within the Licentiate in Theology Program are recorded for student engagement purposes. These recording are only used by the registered students of the class and made available through a restricted video hosting site to respect both privacy and intellectual property. Should a student be uncomfortable with this practice, they can contact the course instructor or the LTh Program Director, Dr. Grayhame Bowcott at grayhame.bowcott@huron.uwo.ca 

Statement of Prohibition on the Use of AI
As the primary purpose of Huron’s Licentiate in Theology Program is to enable critical thinking, spiritual growth, the cultivation of individual ministry skillsets, and personal discernment for future ministry leadership, this means that we expect our students to offer up only their own ideas and original contributions of writing, assignments, and evaluative content. Any and all use of AI (Artificial Intelligence) is strictly prohibited within this program. Any student who violates this prohibition will be disqualified from receiving credit for the course they are taking. Any student who repeatedly violates this prohibition may risk expulsion from the LTh Program. 

Support Services
For advice on course selections, degree requirements, and for assistance with requests for medical accommodation, students should contact the LTh Program Director, Dr. Grayhame Bowcott at grayhame.bowcott@huron.uwo.ca.
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THIS COURSE HAS BEEN [NOT YET BEEN] APPROVED BY HURON’S FACULTY OF THEOLOGY COMMITTEE 
FOR THE SPRING TERM OF THE LTH PROGRAM, 2026.
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