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The Licentiate in Theology Program, Fall Term 2025
Pastoral Theology 325 - Course Syllabus 
“In the Midst of Life, We Are in Death”:
The Christian Rites around Sickness, Dying and Death


Huron University College Land Acknowledgment

Huron is situated on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabeg, Haudenosaunee, Attawandaron, and Lenape peoples, whose sharing and stewardship of the land has been governed by the Dish with One Spoon treaty since time immemorial. We are guided by this treaty in the spirit of peace, friendship, and respect. Huron University College acknowledges its past role in perpetuating colonial and exclusionary relations. Because religious and ecclesial institutions were instrumental in such relations, we consider it our particular responsibility as a Faculty of Theology to work towards justice and reconciliation.

Course Dates: Saturday, October 4, 18, 25 (Note: no class on Thanksgiving weekend) 
Time: 12:00pm – 4:00pm (EDT) 
Delivery: Hosted via Zoom
Instructor: The Reverend Father Matt Koovisk BA, MTS, MDiv, ThM, FGMS, SCP
E-mail: mkoovisk@uwo.ca, Office: 604-858-2229 (Email is the best way to contact me.)	  
Course Description

One of the common phrases that is heard around death is “in the midst of life, we are in death.” Sickness, dying and death are natural parts of the Christian life, and there is nothing we can do to avoid them. However, in the Christian tradition, there are rites and rituals that we’ve adopted that can help us as we go through these phases of “this transitory life”. This course will look at those rites and will examine their role in the different stages of sickness, dying and, finally, death.



Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes

At the end of this course, students will have gained a rudimentary understanding of the various Christian rites around human sickness, dying and death, including: the anointing of the sick, prayers for use with the dying, and the funeral rites as found in both the Book of Common Prayer and the Book of Alternative Services.

Following this, students will be asked to work with these texts and information to work on their own theology of sickness, dying and death, and their own practise of the rites associated with these stages in life.

Required Texts

The principal texts for this course will be:

General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. The Book of Common Prayer. Toronto, ON: Anglican Book Centre, 1962.

General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. The Book of Alternative Services. Toronto, ON: Anglican Book Centre, 1985.

Nutt, Roger W. To Die Is Gain: A Theological Re-Introduction to the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick. Steubenville, OH: Emmaus Academic, 2022.

Wolfelt, Alan. Creating Meaningful Funeral Experiences. Fort Collins, CO: Companion Press, 2011.

Other texts will be made available to students via a Dropbox link.













INTENSIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 

WEEK ONE: OCTOBER 3, 2025

REQUIRED READING PRIOR TO WEEK ONE

Martin Dudley & Geoffrey Rowell, eds. The Oil of Gladness: Anointing in the Christian Tradition. London, UK: Society for Promoting of Christian Knowledge, 1993. 7-19, 134-154. Available at: https://archive.org/details/oilofgladnessano0000unse
Nutt chapter 2

OPTIONAL READING PRIOR TO WEEK ONE

Lizette Larson-Miller. “Healed to Life”: The Historical Development of Anointing of the Sick at the Heart of the Church's Healing Ministry. Liturgy 22, no. 3 (2007). 3-12.
Matthew S.C. Olver. “Divine Visitation: The 1662 Prayer Book’s Theology of Sickness and Plague.” Journal of Anglican Studies 20, no. 2 (2022): 198–215.

Class #1, Part One: Introduction to the Course & Introduction to Rituals
· Review of Syllabus
· Why do we use rituals?
· What do we gain from their use?

Class #1, Part Two: The Biblical & Early History of Anointing with Oil
· The Use of Oil in the Old Testament
· Anointing of the Sick in the Gospels & Epistles
· Chrismation in the New Testament

Class #1, Part Three: The Rites of the Sick in the Reformation/Counter-Reformation
· The Continental Reformation
· Martin Luther: The Babylonian Captivity of the Church
· The English Reformation & Carolinian Thought
· Martin Bucer, John Jewel, the Book of Common Prayer (1549, 1552, 1662)
· The (Roman Catholic) Counter-Reformation
· Council of Trent

Class #1, Part Four: The Rites of the Sick in Modern Theological Thought
· Code of Canon Law (1917, 1983)
· Modern Theological Foundations for the Rites of the Sick




WEEK TWO: OCTOBER 18, 2025

REQUIRED READING PRIOR TO WEEK TWO

“Ministry to the Sick” as found in The Book of Alternative Services (pg. 551-558-564), and the Book of Common Prayer (pg. 576-587)
“Ministry to the Dying” as found in The Book of Alternative Services (pg. 559-564), and the Book of Common Prayer (pg. 588-591)
Nutt chapter 3-5

OPTIONAL READING PRIOR TO WEEK TWO

Thomas H. Schattauer. “Healing Rites and the Transformation of Life: Observations and Insights from within the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.” Liturgy 22, no. 3 (2007). 31-40.
Denise Kettering-Lane. “Anointing for Healing: Critical Analysis of a Brethren Practice”. Brethren Life & Thought 60, no. 1 (2015). 61-74.
Charles Gusmer. And You Visited Me: Sacramental Ministry to the Sick and the Dying. New York: Pueblo Publishing Co. 99-127.
Available at: https://archive.org/details/andyouvisitedmes00gusm/
Bruce Morrill. Divine Worship and Human Healing: Liturgical Theology at the Margins of Life and Death. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 2009. 183-204.


Class #2, Part One: The Rites of the Sick (Contemporary Issues and Rituals)
· “Ministry to the Sick” as found in Book of Common Prayer (1962) & Book of Alternative Services (1985)
· Other Resources: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006), Common Worship: Pastoral Services (2014)
Class #2, Part Two: The Rites for the Dying In History
· Medieval Period & the Reformation(s)
· the Book of Common Prayer (1549, 1552, 1662)
· Ars Morendi
· Memento Mori: “remember that you [have to] die”
Class #2, Part Three: Rites for the Dying: Contemporary Issues
· Palliative Care: What to Expect at the Bedside
· Medical Assistance in Dying: “In Sure and Certain Hope”
Class #2, Part Four: Rites for the Dying: Theology and Ritual
· “Ministry to the Dying” as found in Book of Common Prayer (1962) & Book of Alternative Services (1985)
· Other Resources: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006), Common Worship: Pastoral Services (2014)

WEEK THREE: OCTOBER 25, 2025

REQUIRED READING PRIOR TO WEEK THREE

The Church of England, “The Order for the Burial of the Dead” from The Books of Common Prayer of 1549, 1552, 1662

1549: http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bcp/1549/Burial_1549.htm
1552: http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bcp/1552/Burial_1552.htm
1662: https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/book-common-prayer/burial-dead

The Funeral Rites from the Book of Alternative Services (pg. 565-605), and the Book of Common Prayer (pg. 588-591).
Alan Wolfelt. Creating Meaningful Funeral Experiences. Fort Collins, CO: Companion Press, 2011. 24-59.

OPTIONAL READING PRIOR TO WEEK THREE
Geoffrey Rowell. The Liturgy of Christian Burial. London: Alcuin Club/SPCK, 1977. 74-124
Stephen Bates. “Preparations for a Christian Death: The Later
Middle Ages” in A Companion to Death, Burial, and Remembrance in Late Medieval and Early Modern Europe, c. 1300–1700, Philip Booth and Elizabeth Tingle, eds. Boston, MA: Brill Publishing, 2021. 72-105.
L. van Tongeren. 'Individualizing ritual: The personal dimension in funeral liturgy.', Worship, vol. 78 (2004), 117-138.

Class #3, Part One: Rites for the Dead in Early Church and Medieval History
· The Roman Ordo Defunctorum
· A Cultural Shift to the Macabre
· Some Practical Rituals

Class #3, Part Two: Rites for the Dead in the Reformation(s) Through Mid-20th Century
· Lutheran rites
· The Book of Common Prayer (1549, 1552, 1662)

Class #3, Part Three: Rites for the Dead: Theology and Ritual
· Overview of the Book of Alternative Services funeral rites
· Overview of the Book of Common Prayer funeral rites

Class #3, Part Four: Rites for the Dead: Contemporary Issues
· Personalizing A Funeral
· Memorials vs Funerals


Method of Evaluation and Criteria for Grading
(only for students choosing to be evaluated for full course credit)
 
Class Engagement/Participation – 25%
Pastoral care is, at its heart, about relationship with others, and is not about just having the “book knowledge.” It requires you to integrate it into your own Christian life. In other words, you must interact with others to provide pastoral care. In order to get full marks for this, one has to intelligently participate in conversation, and not just talk about things that are not related to the topic at hand.
· It is imperative that you come to class on each of the Saturdays, as we will be going through a lot of material in a very short amount of time.
· If you can’t make it to class, please inform the instructor as soon as possible. 
Reflection Paper: Theology of Sickness – 25%
Students will be expected to, in a short 500-word essay, briefly reflect on their own theology of sickness. Questions that can form the basis of thought include:
· Where is God in this sickness? 
· When we pray for healing in somebody’s life, what are we praying for?
· Do our rites and rituals (such as the anointing of the sick, receiving Holy Communion) help the sick person? How so? 
· Do you think they might help the others that surround the sick person? How so?

This assignment is due on OCTOBER 25, 2025,
unless previous arrangements have been made with the instructor.
Final Assignment: Putting Together a Funeral (with a short sermon) – 50% total
· Funeral Rite (with Two Readings & Hymns): 25%
· Please use the Book of Alternative Services Funeral II rite (without the Eucharist) or the rite as found in the Book of Common Prayer (1962). If you wish to use another rite according to your denominational tradition, or you wish to add the Eucharist, please do speak with the instructor.
· If you’re using the Book of Alternative Services or the Book of Common Prayer (1962), an outline of the service (using page numbers) will suffice. If you’re using another rite, please put the text in your assignment.
· Sermon of 500-750 words: 25%
· Questions to guide you in your preparation of this sermon:
· What do we as Christians believe about death?
· How do your selected readings point to the Christian theology of death?
· What does this matter to your listener? 
· Try to answer the questions “so what” (why does this matter to your listener) and “now what” (what does the listener do with this information – how can it help them as the listener departs the funeral).
This assignment is due on NOVEMBER 15, 2025,
unless previous arrangements have been made with the instructor.

Huron Grade Descriptors
	 A+  
	 90-100   
	 One could scarcely expect better from a student at this level

	 A
	 80-89  
	 Superior work which is clearly above average

	 B
	 70-79
	 Good work, meeting all requirements, and eminently satisfactory

	 C
	 60-69
	 Competent work, meeting requirements

	 D  
	 50-59
	 Fair work, minimally acceptable

	 F
	 below 50
	 Fail



Student Code of Conduct
Membership in the community of Huron University College and Western University implies acceptance by every student of the principle of respect for the rights, responsibilities, dignity and well-being of others and a readiness to support an environment conducive to the intellectual and personal growth of all who study, work, and live within it. Upon registration, students assume the responsibilities that such registration entails. While in the physical or online classroom, students are expected to behave in a manner that supports the learning environment of others. Please review the Student Code of Conduct at: https://huronatwestern.ca/sites/default/files/Res%20Life/Student%20Code%20of%20Conduct%20-%20Revised%20September%202019.pdf.

Statement on the Recording of Class Activities
Students may not record or distribute any class activity, including conversations during office hours, without written permission from the instructor, except as necessary as part of approved accommodations for students with disabilities. Any approved recordings may only be used for the student’s own private use.

Online courses within the Licentiate in Theology Program are recorded for student engagement purposes. These recording are only used by the registered students of the class and made available through a restricted video hosting site to respect both privacy and intellectual property. Should a student be uncomfortable with this practice, they can contact the course instructor or the LTh Program Director, Dr. Grayhame Bowcott at grayhame.bowcott@huron.uwo.ca 



Support Services
For advice on course selections, degree requirements, and for assistance with requests for medical accommodation, students should contact the LTh Program Director, Dr. Grayhame Bowcott at grayhame.bowcott@huron.uwo.ca.
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THIS COURSE HAS BEEN APPROVED BY HURON’S FACULTY OF THEOLOGY COMMITTEE 
FOR THE FALL TERM OF THE LTH PROGRAM, 2025.
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