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For the Beauty of the Earth:
Introducing Eco-Theology

Summer Term 2025
Course Syllabus



Huron University College Land Acknowledgment

Huron is situated on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabeg, Haudenosaunee, Attawandaron, and Lenape peoples, whose sharing and stewardship of the land has been governed by the Dish with One Spoon treaty since time immemorial. We are guided by this treaty in the spirit of peace, friendship, and respect. Huron University College acknowledges its past role in perpetuating colonial and exclusionary relations. Because religious and ecclesial institutions were instrumental in such relations, we consider it our particular responsibility as a Faculty of Theology to work towards justice and reconciliation.

Course Dates: Three consecutive Saturdays: June 7th, 14th, and 21st   
Time: 10:00 am-3:00 pm EST, including a lunch break
Delivery: Hosted via Zoom
Instructor: Dr. Brett Potter (Faculty of Theology, Huron University)
Contact: brett.potter@uwo.ca


Course Description

Is care for creation a fundamental aspect of Christian theology and practice? This is a pressing question in light of our current climate crisis. This course in Christian “eco-theology” will look at major biblical and theological themes – including creation, christology, and apocalypse – through a “green” lens, drawing attention to the vital importance of ecology for Christian communities today.


Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes
At the end of this course, students will have a deeper appreciation for the importance of creation care in the Christian tradition, with particular attention to important biblical texts, theological concepts, and contemporary initiatives around “eco-theology” and environmental ethics.


Required Text(s) [or Study Documents]

See course outline! I will make all of these readings available to students electronically for ease of access.


Course Outline/Plan

Week 1 – June 7th

Our Current Ecological Situation: Responding to Climate Change
Creation Stories I: Genesis

Reading:
Genesis 1-3, 6

Steven Bouma-Prediger, “Is Christianity to Blame? The Ecological Complaint Against Christianity,” chapter 3 of For the Beauty of the Earth, pp. 57-80.


Creation Stories II: Job, Psalms
Being human alongside other creatures

Reading:
Job 38-41

Thomas Berry, “Religion in the Ecozoic Era,” in The Sacred Universe : Earth, Spirituality, and Religion in the Twenty-First Century. Columbia University Press, 2009. pp. 88-102.


Week 2 – June 14th 

Creation Stories III: The Gospel of John
Christology and creation

Reading:
John 1

Elizabeth Johnson, “An Earth Christology: ‘For God so loved the cosmos,” in America: The Jesuit Review (April 13, 2009). Available from https://www.americamagazine.org/issue/693/article/earthy-christology


Eco-justice, eco-spirituality, and the Holy Spirit

Reading:
Rachel Wheeler, “Biblical Ecospirituality,” chapter 1 of Ecospirituality: An Introduction (Fortress, 2022), 17-40.


Week 3 – June 21st

Eco-grief and apocalypse

Reading:
Anupama Ranawana, “A Theology of Rage,” ch. 5 of A Liberation for the Earth: Climate, Race and Cross. London: SCM, 2022.


Laudato Si’ and Contemporary Eco-Theology

Reading:
Pope Francis, Laudato Si’, available from https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html


“Greening” Church: case studies and sharing
· Anglican Communion Forest Project
· A Rocha

Reading:
Cynthia Moe-Lobeda, “Love Incarnate: Hope and Moral-Spiritual Power for Climate Justice,” in Ecotheology: A Christian Conversation, eds. Kiara Jorgenson and Alan G. Padgett (Eerdmans, 2020), pp. 64-89.

Method of Evaluation and Criteria for Grading                                                                       (only for students choosing to be evaluated for full course credit)
 
Weekly Engagement/Participation – 20%

Local Ecology Reflection Paper (500 words) – 20% 			[due June 14th]

Summary of Laudato Si’ (500 words) – 20% 				[due June 21st]

Final Integrative Project (1000 words or equivalent) – 40%		[due date TBA] 


Huron Grade Descriptors
	 A+  
	 90-100   
	 One could scarcely expect better from a student at this level

	 A
	 80-89  
	 Superior work which is clearly above average

	 B
	 70-79
	 Good work, meeting all requirements, and eminently satisfactory

	 C
	 60-69
	 Competent work, meeting requirements

	 D  
	 50-59
	 Fair work, minimally acceptable

	 F
	 below 50
	 Fail



Student Code of Conduct
Membership in the community of Huron University College and Western University implies acceptance by every student of the principle of respect for the rights, responsibilities, dignity and well-being of others and a readiness to support an environment conducive to the intellectual and personal growth of all who study, work, and live within it. Upon registration, students assume the responsibilities that such registration entails. While in the physical or online classroom, students are expected to behave in a manner that supports the learning environment of others. Please review the Student Code of Conduct at: https://huronatwestern.ca/sites/default/files/Res%20Life/Student%20Code%20of%20Conduct%20-%20Revised%20September%202019.pdf.

Statement on the Recording of Class Activities
Students may not record or distribute any class activity, including conversations during office hours, without written permission from the instructor, except as necessary as part of approved accommodations for students with disabilities. Any approved recordings may only be used for the student’s own private use.

Online courses within the Licentiate in Theology Program are recorded for student engagement purposes. These recording are only used by the registered students of the class and made available through a restricted video hosting site to respect both privacy and intellectual property. Should a student be uncomfortable with this practice, they can contact the course instructor or the LTh Program Director, Dr. Grayhame Bowcott at grayhame.bowcott@huron.uwo.ca 


Support Services
For advice on course selections, degree requirements, and for assistance with requests for medical accommodation, students should contact the LTh Program Director, Dr. Grayhame Bowcott at grayhame.bowcott@huron.uwo.ca.
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THIS COURSE HAS BEEN [NOT YET BEEN] APPROVED BY HURON’S FACULTY OF THEOLOGY COMMITTEE 
FOR THE SPRING TERM OF THE LTH PROGRAM, 2022.
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