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JEWISH STUDIES 2791F: 
JEWISH POLAND: PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE
Hernan Tesler-Mabé
hteslerm@huron.uwo.ca
Class Hours: To be determined 
Office Hours: Virtual, by appointment only
Course Description
Poland was one of the epicenters of the Holocaust, where millions of Jews were murdered by the Nazis and their wartime collaborators. In the ghettos, in the countryside, in the concentration and extermination camps, 3 million Polish Jews (90% of the 3.5 million Jewish population) were brutally murdered alongside 3 million other Jews across Europe. Even after the Holocaust, Jews in Poland were subject to discrimination and violence, with fewer than 20,000 there today.
But Poland was – until the Holocaust – one of the main sites of Jewish life. For more than a millennium, Jews lived in the lands that would become modern Poland. As Jews were expelled from other parts of Europe over the centuries, they resettled there in great numbers, surviving and even prospering. As merchants and moneylenders, as scholars and artists, Jews in the Polish lands thrived, creating the Jewish landscape we know today.
In this experiential course, we will learn about the richness and the tragedy of Jewish life in Poland. We will visit key sites of Jewish life in Poland and learn about this rich history. We will meet with members of the Jewish community in Poland today. Together, we will travel on a profound journey through Poland to discover Jewish history, culture, tragedy, and revival. By the end of the course, we will have explored the legacy of Jewish life in Poland, reflected on the persistence of antisemitism historically and in today’s world, and considered the future of Jewish life in Europe (and beyond).
Learning Outcomes:  
By the end of this course, students should be able to: (1) Understand some of the richness of Jewish life in Poland; (2) Reflect on the tragedy of the Holocaust; (3) Understand the roots of antisemitism and how it led to the Holocaust; (4) Reflect on the persistence of Jewish life in the Diaspora, and; (5) Situate themselves in respect to Jewish history. 
In general, students will develop a greater emotional maturity, and refine their analytical skills, written skills and communication of ideas to peers in the classroom and in the world in order to be able to understand what Jewish life is.

Textbooks and Course Materials
Readings/Viewings: 
As this course is primarily an experiential course, the number of course materials will be limited. Students are nevertheless obliged to engage with the course materials carefully. At the moment, the only resource you must engage with (before or after the trip) is: 

A Real Pain (Jesse Eisenberg, dir., USA, 2024, 90 mins)
Available online via the Western Library. 	

Students will be notified in class and via email of any updates and the syllabus will be updated on OWL Brightspace.

Grades and Assignments 
NB: Regardless of their grade, any student who fails to submit an experiential blog/diary and a summative assignment will receive an incomplete in the course.   					
[bookmark: _Hlk218591105]Western International’s “Pre-Departure” training (due date: April 30)		……5%
Quiz											……5%
Attendance and Participation								……30%	
Experiential Blog/Diary (due date: May 15)						……30%
Summative assignment: “A Real Pain” (due date: May 25)				……30%	

Western International’s “Pre-Departure” training module (5%)
You are obliged to complete Western International’s “Pre-Departure” Training module prior to our departure for Poland.  Students who complete this training and provide their certificate of completion by April 30 will receive 5%. Any student who fails to complete this training will receive an INCOMPLETE in the course.  
Quiz (5%)
Because our class is an experiential intersession course, we will engage in a limited number of virtual classes before departure to get to know one another and contextualize the things we will learn on our travel. These classes are essential for our learning and attendance is compulsory. The class will meet at an agreed upon time during the late winter term (online, to be determined).  
Attendance and Participation	(30%)
Active participation is absolutely essential for your success in this course. Marks will be afforded to students who attend the pre-departure classes (to be held in person or online), but the greatest share of marks will be granted to students who engage meaningfully and respectfully with the material while we are in Poland. Remember: you will be meeting real people while you are there and your behaviour has consequences beyond just your grades!
Experiential Blog/Diary (minimum 250 words/day for at least 7 days, due May 15, 30%)	
Throughout your time in Poland, you will be obliged to keep a diary. For each day, you must reflect on the activities we undertook and answer “what did I learn today?” Please note that your diary entry should go beyond simply listing what we did and engage with what you personally learned or how visiting these sites made you feel.
Summative assignment: “A Real Pain” (6-8 pages, 12 point font, due May 25, 30%)	
In the movie “A Real Pain” (Dir. Jesse Eisenberg, USA, 2024, 90 mins) two cousins take a trip to Poland to connect with their Jewish roots. For your final assignment, you will be obliged to answer how your experience was similar to or different from the experience shown in the film. Was the film realistic or unrealistic? In what ways? Did the film accurately capture the impact of what it is like to undertake such a trip? What memories did watching the film trigger? Your response must reference the sites we visit and the experiences you went through on the trip! 	
Policy on Late Submissions
 I do not accept late submissions and trust that students will submit their work in a timely manner. I therefore encourage you to look over the syllabus and plan accordingly. For more information on academic accommodations for medical and non-medical reasons please consult the appendix below.	
Generative AI Course Policy 
The use of generative artificial intelligence tools or apps for assignments in this course, including (but not limited to) tools like ChatGPT and other AI writing coding assistants, is prohibited. Thus, the use of generative AI tools in the completion of, or to support the completion of, any assignment will be considered an academic offense in this course. The reason for this policy relates to the specific learning outcomes of this course, as it is designed to promote your learning and intellectual development. To be more specific, this is a course that encourages you to develop your own writing, communication, and critical-thinking skills. Using generative AI tools results in a lack of development of these skills, which in turn results in a lack of knowledge of how to properly use these tools.
The Jewish Studies Program at Huron University
This course is offered as part of the Jewish Studies Program at Huron University. This program is offered as a major or a minor and allows you to take a variety of courses in an interdisciplinary environment in the areas of Jewish culture, philosophy, history, art, and theology at Huron University, King’s University College, and Western University. It also offers scholarships, networking opportunities, social events, and experiential learning opportunities. For more information, visit https://huronatwestern.ca/programs/arts-social-science/jewish-studies/ or ask your professor! 
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