Economics 1021A, Section 550
Principles of Microeconomics
Department of Economics, Huron University College

COURSE INFORMATION

Huron University College, Fall 2021
Economics 1021A

Sections: 550

SCEDULE CLASS TIME AND PLACE
Wednesday 8:30-9:30 AM

Friday 8:30-10:30 AM

Place Rm W116

INSTRUCTOR’S INFORMATION
Meghdad Rahimian

E-Mail: mrahim4@uwo.ca

Office Hours: Wednesdays 9:45 — 11:00 AM

o Please use your UWO email when communicating. This prevents your email from going to spam.
e Please also include the course code (1021A) and section (550) in the subject line.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The main objective of the course is to provide a preliminary understanding of how markets work.
We focus on the economic behavior of market actors (i.e., consumers, firms, and governments), and on
various market structures including competitive markets, monopoly, monopolistic competition, and

oligopoly.
COURSE OBJECTIVES

After completing this course, you will be able to:

e Describe key concepts in microeconomics, including supply and demand, market equilibrium,
opportunity cost and marginal analysis.

o Use the key concepts in microeconomics to explain the decisions of consumers, business
managers and government policy makers.

e Explain some of the current economic events and critically analyze some of the news reports and
articles on economic and business matters.


mailto:mrahim4@uwo.ca

CLASS METHODS

Class material will be covered via class lectures, the practice software (i.e., MyEconLab), and learning
forum (i.e, Packback). After the class lectures you are required to read the textbook carefully and test your
understanding using MyEconLab modules. The course is divided into modules covering several chapters
of the textbook. Each module has associated readings, practice tests and quizzes that helps you upgrade
your level of understanding about the course material. Next, you will put your understanding into words.
Packback, an Al learning platform, helps you to do that. Each week you are required to ask one question
related to the material covered in the class and answer two questions of your peers. Packback guides you
on how to improve the quality of your questions and replies. Also, Packback will provide a weekly
assessment report of your efforts in the platform.

I will provide you a more detailed information about how to use MyEconLab and Packback in this course.

TEXTBOOK
Parkin, Michael and Robin Bade, Microeconomics: Canada in the Global Environment, 10" edition,
Pearson, 2018. (A physical textbook is not required.)

REQUIRED LEARNING TOOL

1- MyLab Economics with Pearson eText for Microeconomics: Canada in the Global Environment, 10/e
ISBN: 9780134885155

Available at: https://bookstore.uwo.ca/product/cebcodeid25908

MyEconLab, associated with the above text, is required. This is an online learning tool containing the
entire textbook, exercises, and practice tests. This software will be used for evaluation purposes (to
conduct midterm and final exams) as well, and thus is REQUIRED.

MyEconLab can be purchased separately from a hardcopy and of the textbook and so effectively replaces
it. You must register with you UWO account and name for your grades to be recorded. Instructions for
enrolling in the course will be posted on the OWL.

2- Packback is an Al-supported online discussion platform for developing critical thinking, curiosity, and
writing skills. In this course we’re using Packback to have quality discussion around the course concepts
and learn to make connections between the lecture, text, and current event. Also, it helps you to build a
sense of community with your classmates.

I will send the invitation to join Packback to your email. Find the invitation email and join our community
in Packback. Please notice that there is a registration fee to access Packback.

You are required to post at least 1 question and 2 responses every week. Packback will grade your
contributions every week on Sundays at midnight. Packback grade is worth 10% of your final grade and
thus it is REQUIRED.

For more introduction with Packback, please use the following link: Packback introduction .If you need
help on registering Packback or need any help email help@packback.co.
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COURSE EVALUATION

10%  Packback evaluation

25%  Midterm exam 1 - from Chapter 1 to Chapter 7

25%  Midterm exam 2 - from Chapter 7 to Chapter 11

40%  Final Exam - All chapters (1 to 14)

Note: There will be no make-up tests for missed test. If you fail to write a mid-term examination you

will receive the mark of zero. Should you miss a test for a legitimate reason, such as a serious illness, the

marks al
responsi
request.

lotted to the missed test can be reallocated to the other portion of your grade. It is your
bility to request such a reallocation and to provide appropriate documentation to support the
This documentation must be taken to an Academic Advisor in the Academic Counseling Office

for approval by the Office of the Dean.

COURSE SCHEDULE
Module Textbook Chapters  Topics
1 1,2 Introduction to the Economics Problem
2 34 Demand, Supply, and Elasticity
3 5,6,7 Efficiency of the Competitive Market and Applications
4 8,9 Consumer’s Problem
5 10,11 Firm’s Problem
6 12,13,14 Competition in the Marketplace

POLICY REGARDING MISSED EXAM

o Students who miss any assessment must follow Huron’s procedures to approve their

absence to receive accommodation.
If you miss a midterm exam due to a valid reason approved by your academic counselor
or SRA, the missed exam's weight will be allocated to other items.

« Students who have an approved absence from the final exam will write a makeup exam

PROFE

that differs in format from the original final exam.

SSIONALISM, PRIVACY, and COPYRIGHT:

« Students are expected to follow the Student Code of Conduct.
o All lectures and course materials, including slides, presentations, outlines, and similar

materials, are protected by copyright. Students may take notes and make copies of course
materials for their own educational purposes only.

o Students may not record lectures, reproduce (or allow others to reproduce), post or

distribute lecture notes, assessments, or any other course materials publicly and/or for
commercial purposes without the instructor's written consent.

« Recordings (audio or video) are not permitted without the explicit, written permission of

the instructor. Permitted recordings may not be distributed or shared.


https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/board/code.pdf

« Students are expected to follow online etiquette expectations provided on OWL.
« Students will be expected to take an academic integrity pledge before some assessments.

TIPS ON HOW TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN THIS COURSE

Students in this course should understand the level of autonomy and self-discipline required to be
successful.

Don’t miss classes. Most of detailed information you need to complete this course is given
in the class.

Make it a weekly habit to read the textbook, practice on MyEconLab, and write in the
Packback.

Connect with others. Try forming a study group and meet every week for study and peer
support.

Do not be afraid to ask questions. If you have questions or are struggling with a topic,
check the online discussion boards or contact me.

Huron

AT WESTERN

Appendix to Course Outlines: Academic Policies & Regulations 2021 - 2022

Prerequisite and Antirequisite Information

Students are responsible for ensuring that they have successfully completed all course prerequisites and
that they have not completed any course antirequisites.Unless you have either the requisites for this
course or written special permission from your Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course
and it will be deleted from your record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no
adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary
prerequisites.

Pandemic Contingency

In the event of a COVID-19 resurgence during the course that necessitates the course delivery moving
away from face-to-face interaction, all remaining course content will be delivered entirely online,
typically using a combination of synchronous instruction (i.e., at the times indicated in the timetable) and
asynchronous material (e.g., posted on OWL for students to view at their convenience). Any remaining
assessments will also be conducted online at the discretion of the course instructor. In the unlikely event



that changes to the grading scheme are necessary, these changes will be clearly communicated as soon as
possible.

Student Code of Conduct

Membership in the community of Huron University College and Western University implies acceptance
by every student of the principle of respect for the rights, responsibilities, dignity and well-being of others
and a readiness to support an environment conducive to the intellectual and personal growth of all who
study, work and live within it. Upon registration, students assume the responsibilities that such
registration entails. While in the physical or online classroom, students are expected to behave in a
manner that supports the learning environment of others. Please review the Student Code of Conduct at:
https://huronatwestern.ca/sites/default/files/Res%20L ife/Student%20Code%200f%20Conduct%20-
%20Revised%20September%202019.pdf.

Attendance Regulations for Examinations

A student is entitled to be examined in courses in which registration is maintained, subject to the
following limitations:

1) A student may be debarred from writing the final examination for failure to maintain satisfactory
academic standing throughout the year.

2) Any student who, in the opinion of the instructor, is absent too frequently from class or laboratory
periods in any course will be reported to the Dean of the Faculty offering the course (after due
warning has been given). On the recommendation of the Department concerned, and with the
permission of the Dean of that Faculty, the student will be debarred from taking the regular
examination in the course. The Dean of the Faculty offering the course will communicate that
decision to the Dean of the Faculty of registration.

Review the policy on Attendance Regulations for Examinations here:
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/exam/attendance.pdf.

Statement on Academic Offences

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy,
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following website:
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf. The
appeals process is also outlined in this policy as well as more generally at the following website:
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/appealsundergrad.pdf.
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Turnitin.com

All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers
submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the
purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is
subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and
Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com).

Statement on Use of Electronic Devices

It is not appropriate to use electronic devices (such as, but not limited to, laptops, cell phones) in the
classroom for non-classroom activities. Such activity is disruptive and distracting to other students and to
the instructor, and can inhibit learning. Students are expected to respect the classroom environment and to
refrain from inappropriate use of technology and other electronic devices in class.

Statement on Use of Personal Response Systems (“Clickers’)

Personal Response Systems (“clickers”) may be used in some classes. If clickers are to be used in a class,
it is the responsibility of the student to ensure that the device is activated and functional. Students must
see their instructor if they have any concerns about whether the clicker is malfunctioning. Students must
use only their own clicker. If clicker records are used to compute a portion of the course grade:

« the use of somebody else’s clicker in class constitutes a scholastic offence
« the possession of a clicker belonging to another student will be interpreted as an attempt to
commit a scholastic offence.

Academic Consideration for Missed Work

Students who are seeking academic consideration for missed work during the semester may submit a self-
reported absence form online provided that the absence is 48 hours or less and the other conditions
specified in the Senate policy at
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_illness.pdf are met.

Students whose absences are expected to last longer than 48 hours, or where the other conditions
detailed in the policy are not met (e.g., work is worth more than 30% of the final grade, the student has
already used 2 self-reported absences, the absence is during the final exam period), may receive academic
consideration by submitting a Student Medical Certificate (for illness) or other appropriate documentation
(for compassionate grounds). The Student Medical Certificate is available online at
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf.

All students pursuing academic consideration, regardless of type, must contact their instructors no less
than 24 hours following the end of the period of absence to clarify how they will be expected to fulfill the
academic responsibilities missed during their absence. Students are reminded that they should
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consider carefully the implications of postponing tests or midterm exams or delaying submission of
work, and are encouraged to make appropriate decisions based on their specific circumstances.

Students who have conditions for which academic accommodation is appropriate, such as disabilities or
ongoing or chronic health conditions, should work with Accessible Education Services to determine
appropriate forms of accommodation. Further details concerning policies and procedures may be found at:
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/.

Policy on Academic Consideration for a Medical/ Non-Medical Absence

(a) Consideration on Medical Grounds for assignments worth less than 10% of final grade:
Consult Instructor Directly and Contact Academic Advising

When seeking consideration on medical grounds for assignments worth less than 10% of the final course
grade, and if the student has exceeded the maximum number of permissible Self-Reported absences, the
student should contact the instructor directly. The student need only share broad outlines of the medical
situation. The instructor may require the student to submit documentation to the academic advisors, in
which case she or he will advise the student and inform the academic advisors to expect documentation. If
documentation is requested, the student will need to complete and submit the Student Medical Certificate.
The instructor may not collect medical documentation. The advisors will contact the instructor when the
medical documentation is received, and will outline the severity and duration of the medical challenge as
expressed on the Student Medical Certificate and in any other supporting documentation. The student will
be informed that the instructor has been notified of the presence of medical documentation, and will be
instructed to work as quickly as possible with the instructor on an agreement for accommodation.

(b) Consideration on Non-Medical Grounds: Consult Huron Support Services/Academic
Advising, or email huronsss@uwo.ca.

Students seeking academic consideration for a non-medical absence (e.g. varsity sports, religious,
compassionate, or bereavement) will be required to provide appropriate documentation where the
conditions for a Self-Reported Absence have not been met, including where the student has exceeded the
maximum number of permissible Self-Reported. All consideration requests must include a completed
Consideration Request Form. Late penalties may apply at the discretion of the instructor.

Please review the full policy on Academic Consideration for medical and non-medical absence at:
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_illness.pdf. Consult Huron
Academic Advising at huronsss@uwo.ca for any further questions or information.
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Support Services

For advice on course selections, degree requirements, and for assistance with requests for medical
accommodation, students should email an Academic Advisor in Huron’s Student Support Services at
huronsss@uwo.ca. An outline of the range of services offered is found on the Huron website at:
https://huronatwestern.ca/student-life/student-services/.

Department Chairs, Program Directors and Coordinators are also able to answer questions about
individual programs. Contact information can be found on the Huron website at:
https://huronatwestern.ca/contact/faculty-staff-directory/.

If you think that you are too far behind to catch up or that your workload is not manageable, you should
consult your Academic Advisor. If you are considering reducing your workload by dropping one or more
courses, this must be done by the appropriate deadlines. Please refer to the Advising website,
https://huronatwestern.ca/student-life/student-services/academic-advising/ or review the list of official
Sessional Dates on the Academic Calendar, available here:
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/SessionalDates.cfm.

You should consult with the course instructor and the Academic Advisor who can help you consider
alternatives to dropping one or more courses. Note that dropping a course may affect OSAP and/or
Scholarship/Bursary eligibility.

Huron Student Support Services: https://huronatwestern.ca/student-life/student-services/

Office of the Registrar: https://registrar.uwo.ca/

Student Quick Reference Guide: https://huronatwestern.ca/student-life/student-services/#1

Academic Support & Engagement: http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/

Huron University College Student Council: https://huronatwestern.ca/student-life/beyond-
classroom/hucsc/

Western USC: http://westernusc.ca/your-services/#studentservices

Mental Health & Wellness Support at Huron and Western

University students may encounter setbacks from time to time that can impact academic performance.
Huron offers a variety of services that are here to support your success and wellbeing. Please visit
https://huronatwestern.ca/student-life-campus/student-services/wellness-safety for more information or
contact staff directly:
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Wellness Services: huronwellness@huron.uwo.ca
Community Safety Office: safety@huron.uwo.ca
Chaplaincy: gthorne@huron.uwo.ca

Additional supports for Health and Wellness may be found and accessed at Western through,
https://www.uwo.ca/health/.
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