BS5222
Thurs 11:30-2:00
Room W104
	Dr. T. M. Lemos
Professor of Hebrew Bible
Faculty of Theology

	E-Mail: tlemos@uwo.ca
Office: A225
Hours: By appointment 



Studies in Prophetic Literature: 
Isaiah and Ezekiel Compared 

In this course, we will read the books of Isaiah and Ezekiel and compare their major themes.  How are these major prophetic books similar and different in their responses to imperial violence, the Babylonian exile, and the reconstruction of the temple and reconstitution of the Persian era?  How do they conceptualize the Israelite deity, the relationship between Yahweh and Israel, the human body, and ecology/nature?   Through addressing these questions, students will gain a deeper understanding of these books, including the structure of each book, its reconstructed history of redaction, the historical context(s) in which each book was composed, the social and theological issues the book addresses, and the problems of interpretation each book poses.  Students will also develop their exegetical and homiletical abilities through the assignments of the course.
Prerequisites

Students are required to have taken Introduction to Hebrew Bible before taking this course.  It is the student’s responsibility to make sure that he/she has successfully met the course prerequisites.  Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course, and it will be deleted from your record.  This decision may not be appealed.  You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.

Course Objectives

The objectives of this course are manifold, but we will focus primarily on the following:

1.  Gaining familiarity with the contents, structure, and history of Isaiah and Ezekiel
2.  Analyzing and critically evaluating the texts themselves through close reading, as well as assessing important arguments made regarding how to interpret these texts.

3.  Developing and honing the ability to exegete passages from these prophetic books.  
4.  Developing and honing the ability to write thoughtful and well delivered sermons on passages from these prophetic books.
Course Requirements

Class Participation


Attendance at all classes is both expected and necessary to succeed in this course, as is reading all of the assigned materials.  An excessive number of absences (i.e., more than two) will result in a deduction from your participation grade.  Regular lateness to class may also result in deductions.  I highly recommend that you participate in class discussions every class.  See more on this component of your grade below.

Assignments (MDiv/MTS)

You will be required to complete the following assignments: 


Lead Class Discussion: worth 20% of grade; student must lead discussion during a class 

session for at least 60 minutes; student must find at least one relevant reading (30-40 

pages total) one week ahead of the session and lead discussion of that reading, as 

well as the primary sources assigned for the day

Exegetical paper: worth 20% of grade; 4-6 pages in length; on a passage of the 

student’s choice; each exegetical paper must cite at least three commentaries and at least two other secondary sources.

Two sermons: each worth 20% of grade; each sermon should be no more than 20 minutes 

in length; the sermons should deal with a passage from a different prophetic book (i.e., both sermons should not deal with texts from Isaiah).

General class participation: 20% of grade; half of the grade will be computed based on 



attendance; two absences are allowed, each absence beyond two will result in a ten-

point deduction in the attendance portion of the participation grade; half of the 
attendance grade will be based upon participation in class discussion and overall 
engagement in the course, including but not limited to the following considerations: how regularly student participates in discussions; whether or not student exhibits that he/she has done the readings; whether or not student is respectful toward professor and classmates; whether or not student speaks excessively, keeping other students 



from speaking or interrupting others; whether or not student’s comments 



demonstrate they have analyzed the material; whether or not student has 



completed whatever short homework assignments professor might assign; 



whether or not student asks questions in class; whether or not student seeks 



help from professor when he/she needs help.



For more on what will be expected for class participation, see below under 



“Books for Course.”

Assignments (BA)

Lead Class Discussion: worth 20% of grade; student must lead discussion during a class 

session for at least 60 minutes; student must find at least one relevant reading (30-40 

pages total) one week ahead of the session and lead discussion of that reading, as 

well as the primary sources assigned for the day

Exegetical paper: worth 20% of grade; 4-6 pages in length; on a passage of the 

student’s choice; each exegetical paper must cite at least three commentaries and at least two other secondary sources.


Choice of Sermon or Presentation on a Topic Related to Class: worth 20%; if sermon, 
see instructions above; if presentation, should be a formal academic presentation 
roughly 15 minutes in length


General class participation: 20% of grade; half of the grade will be computed based on 



attendance; two absences are allowed, each absence beyond two will result in a ten-


point deduction in the attendance portion of the participation grade; half of the 

attendance grade will be based upon participation in class discussion and overall 

engagement in the course, including but not limited to the following considerations: how regularly student participates in discussions; whether or not student exhibits that he/she has done the readings; whether or not student is respectful toward professor and classmates; whether or not student speaks excessively, keeping other students 



from speaking or interrupting others; whether or not student’s comments 



demonstrate they have analyzed the material; whether or not student has 



completed whatever short homework assignments professor might assign; 



whether or not student asks questions in class; whether or not student seeks 



help from professor when he/she needs help.

Grading Scale:  

	Grade Range
	%
	Definition

	A+

A
	90-100 
80-89
	The student exhibits an exceptional and sophisticated level of achievement; displays a superb command of the material and can creatively apply it at all levels; presents an insightful and, in the case of an A+, novel view of subject matter. Arguments are both inventive and fully supported.  Writing is clear, elegant, mature, and completely grammatical, with few if any typographical errors.

	B
	70-79
	The higher end of this range indicates above average achievement; examines issues thoroughly and critically; demonstrates a good grasp of the material and can creatively apply it at most levels; arguments are usually well supported and display some novel thinking.  Writing is clear and displays no major grammatical errors and few minor ones.

	C
	 60-69
	The higher end of this range represents an average or somewhat below-average level of achievement and only a narrow grasp of the material; student is uncritical about tacit assumptions; arguments reflect the subject matter but evidence is sometimes insufficient or inadequate.  Writing is at times awkward, unclear, or colloquial in style.  A few major grammatical mistakes are present.

	D
	50-59
	Minimally acceptable, indicating little understanding of the subject matter and lack of awareness of critical and differing views; arguments are superficial and merely descriptive.  Writing is below the level expected for a university course, betraying a lack of understanding of the grammatical rules of the English language; it is informal in style and unvaried in diction.  

	F
	0-49
	Work is unacceptable, representing no comprehension of the material and a lack of ability to communicate even the basic grasp of the raw data presented.  It is possible the student did not follow the directions of the assignment in a major way.  Writing is far below the level expected for a university course.  


Things to keep in mind

· Please read this syllabus carefully.  I will expect you to be familiar with its contents, that is, with course requirements, assigned readings, due dates, etc.

· Unless you request and receive permission for an extension, late papers will be penalized one-half letter grade (5 points) per day.
· You are allowed two absences from class sessions.  After those two, your participation grade will be lowered unless you can present evidence of severe illness (e.g., pneumonia, malaria, or cancer) or other emergency (e.g., death of a family member or your house burnt down).
· I expect you to bring whatever readings will be discussed in class on a particular day to class that day.  That is, if we are discusing “Atrahasis,” then I expect you to bring in a copy or print out of “Atrahasis” to class.  Needless to say, I also expect that you will have done the reading!

· I will send out emails regularly in this course.  I expect that you will check your email at least once a day.  Failure to check your email regularly will not be considered an excuse for failing to complete an assignment or for failing to do so according to specified directions.
· If you email me, please follow proper letter-writing etiquette.  
· Students are expected to treat others with respect in this course; disruptions and other rude behavior will not be tolerated.  
· Be more concerned with the quality of your work than with your grade.  A grade is an indication of quality, not the other way around.
· I do not grade inflate.  You will not receive an A in this course unless you have truly earned it, i.e., unless your work is of extraordinary quality, far above the level of most university students.  

· Do not send text-messages or emails in my class.  If I see you text or email in class, you be will be marked as absent for the day.  If I see you doing work for another course or surfing the web, you will be marked as absent for the day.
Books for Course
Students will expect to own/bring to class an NRSV Study Bible and to consult with at least one other translation of the Bible.
Mdiv/MTS students will be expected to consult with at least three or four commentaries over the course of the semester and to compile an annotated bibliography of works consulted.  This bibliography will be due on the last day of class and count toward the student’s participation grade,
Readings marked with an * will be distributed to students.

Course Schedule

NB: Readings will be added to the list below depending upon the needs and interests of students enrolled in the course.
Thurs, 9/9—Introduction to the course; the structure and history of the book of Isaiah

Read: Stromberg and Becker chapters in Oxford Handbook of Isaiah (available through library

website)
Thurs, 9/16—The structure and history of the book of Ezekiel


Read: Sweeney chapter in Oxford Handbook of Ezekiel; Mein chapter in Oxford Handbook of the 

Prophets (available through library website)
Wed, 9/23—Divine Presence and Absence in Isaiah

Read: Isaiah 1-11, 26, 29-30, 40, 45, 48, 54, 57, 59, 64-65
Wed, 9/30—Divine Presence and Absence in Ezekiel

Read: Ezekiel 1-11, 16, 36, 43
Wed, 10/7— Restoration in Isaiah and Ezekiel

Read: Isaiah 40-55; Ezekiel 36-37, 40-48

Due: Sermon 1
Wed, 10/14—Future/Futuricity/Apocalyptic in Isaiah and Ezekiel

Read: Isaiah 2, 24-27, 52-53; Ezekiel 38-48

Wed, 10/21—Kingship in Isaiah and Ezekiel

Read: Isaiah 7, 9, 11, 14, 45, 52-53; Ezekiel 12, 28, 36-37

Williamson chapter in Oxford Handbook of Isaiah (available through library website)
Wed, 10/28—Prophecy/Prophetic Bodies in Isaiah and Ezekiel

Read: Isaiah 6-8; 20; Servant Songs Isaiah; Ezekiel 1-4, 12, 24
Graybill chapter in Oxford Handbook of Ezekiel (available through library website)
Wed, 11/4—Reading week
Wed, 11/11— Gender and Family in Isaiah 

Read: Isa 1, 3, 8, 10, 16, 23, 37, 40, 47, 49, 50, 52, 56, 60, 62, 66

Moughtin-Mumby chapter in Oxford Handbook of Isaiah (available through library website)


Due: Exegetical Paper

Wed, 11/18— Gender and Family in Ezekiel

Read: Ezekiel 1, 16, 18, 22-24

Lemos (course website); Kalmanofsky chapter in Oxford Handbook of Ezekiel (available 

through library website)
Wed, 11/25— Ecology and Nature in Isaiah and Ezekiel

Read: Stulac (course website); Marlow (course website); Lyons (course website); Copeland 

(course website)
Wed, 12/2— Isaiah, Ezekiel, Decolonizing and Contextual Readings

Read (choose three): Bridgeman (course website); Brett and Low chapters in Oxford 
Handbook of Isaiah (available through library website); Davidson chapter in Oxford Handbook to 

the Prophets (available through library website); Smith-Christopher in Oxford Handbook of 
Ezekiel (available through library website)
Wed, 12/9— Final discussion

Due: Sermon 2
Appendix to Course Outlines: 

Faculty of Theology Academic Policies & Regulations 2021–2022

Prerequisite and Antirequisite Information

Students are responsible for ensuring that they have successfully completed all course prerequisites and that they have not completed any course antirequisites. Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean and the Instructor to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.

Student Code of Conduct

Membership in the community of Huron University College and Western University implies acceptance by every student of the principle of respect for the rights, responsibilities, dignity and well-being of others and a readiness to support an environment conducive to the intellectual and personal growth of all who study, work, and live within it. Upon registration, students assume the responsibilities that such registration entails. While in the physical or online classroom, students are expected to behave in a manner that supports the learning environment of others. Please review the Student Code of Conduct at: https://huronatwestern.ca/sites/default/files/Res%20Life/Student%20Code%20of%20Conduct%20-%20Revised%20September%202019.pdf.

Attendance Regulations for Examinations

A student is entitled to be examined in courses in which registration is maintained, subject to the following limitations:

1) A student may be debarred from writing the final examination for failure to maintain satisfactory academic standing throughout the year.

2) Any student who, in the opinion of the instructor, is absent too frequently from class or laboratory periods in any course will be reported to the Dean of the Faculty offering the course (after due warning has been given). On the recommendation of the Department concerned, and with the permission of the Dean of that Faculty, the student will be debarred from taking the regular examination in the course. The Dean of the Faculty offering the course will communicate that decision to the Dean of the Faculty of registration.

Review the policy on Attendance Regulations for Examinations here: https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/exam/attendance.pdf.
Statement on Academic Offences

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following website: https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf. The appeals process is also outlined in this policy as well as more generally at the following website: https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/appealsundergrad.pdf. 

Turnitin.com

All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com).
Statement on Use of Electronic Devices

It is not appropriate to use electronic devices (such as, but not limited to, laptops, cell phones) in the classroom for non-classroom activities. Such activity is disruptive and distracting to other students and to the instructor, and can inhibit learning. Students are expected to respect the classroom environment and to refrain from inappropriate use of technology and other electronic devices in class.

Statement on the Recording of Class Activities

Students may not record or distribute any class activity, including conversations during office hours, without written permission from the instructor, except as necessary as part of approved accommodations for students with disabilities. Any approved recordings may only be used for the student’s own private use.
Statement on Use of Personal Response Systems (“Clickers”)

Personal Response Systems (“clickers”) may be used in some classes.  If clickers are to be used in a class, it is the responsibility of the student to ensure that the device is activated and functional.  Students must see their instructor if they have any concerns about whether the clicker is malfunctioning.  Students must use only their own clicker. If clicker records are used to compute a portion of the course grade:

· the use of somebody else’s clicker in class constitutes a scholastic offence

· the possession of a clicker belonging to another student will be interpreted as an attempt to commit a scholastic offence.
Academic Consideration for Missed Work: Medical or Non-Medical Absences & Accommodation
MDiv and MTS students who are seeking academic consideration for missed work during the semester must consult with the Dean’s Office. MDiv and MTS students are excluded from using the Self Reported Absence option as that is restricted to bachelor-level students. Students may request academic consideration on medical grounds by contacting the Dean of Theology office at srice@huron.uwo.ca. To protect student privacy, details of the medical accommodation need only be disclosed to the Dean, who will communicate to the instructor(s) the necessary accommodation. Instructors may not request medical or other documentation from students. The Dean may require medical or other documentation, and the student may be required to complete the Student Medical Certificate, available online at

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf. Following a determination of accommodation, the Dean will contact the instructor(s) and the student who will then arrange a new deadline for missed work. 

Students seeking academic consideration for a non-medical absence (e.g. varsity sports, religious, compassionate, or bereavement) may be required to provide appropriate documentation to the Dean’s Office. All consideration requests must be directed to the Dean’s Office with notice also given to the instructor. 

All students pursuing academic consideration, regardless of type, must contact their instructors no less than 24 hours following the end of the period of absence to clarify how they will be expected to fulfill the academic responsibilities missed during their absence. Students are reminded that they should consider carefully the implications of postponing tests or midterm exams or delaying submission of work, and are encouraged to make appropriate decisions based on their specific circumstances.

Students who have conditions for which academic accommodation is appropriate, such as disabilities or ongoing or chronic health conditions, should work with Accessible Education Services to determine appropriate forms of accommodation. Further details concerning policies and procedures may be found at: http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/.

Please review the full policy on Academic Consideration for medical and non-medical absence at: https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_illness.pdf. Consult the Dean’s Office for any further questions or information. 

Support Services

For advice on course selections, degree requirements, and for assistance with requests for medical accommodation (see above), students should contact Sandra Rice in the Dean’s Office at srice@huron.uwo.ca.  

Your Faculty Advisor is also able to answer questions about your program and to assist with any concerns about academic matters. Contact them for a conversation whenever you need.

If you think that you are too far behind to catch up or that your workload is not manageable, you should consult with the Dean. If you are considering reducing your workload by dropping one or more courses, this must be done by the appropriate deadlines. Please review the list of official Sessional Dates on the Academic Calendar, available here: http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/SessionalDates.cfm.

You should consult with your course instructor and the Dean, who can help you consider alternatives to dropping one or more courses. Note that dropping a course may affect your full-time status and therefore have implications for OSAP and/or Scholarship/Bursary eligibility.

An outline of the range of services offered to Huron students is found on the Huron website at: https://huronatwestern.ca/student-life/student-services/.

Huron Student Support Services: https://huronatwestern.ca/student-life/student-services/  

Office of the Registrar: https://registrar.uwo.ca/   

Student Quick Reference Guide: https://huronatwestern.ca/student-life/student-services/#1  

Learning Development and Success: https://www.uwo.ca/sdc/learning/ 

Accessible Education: http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/   

Western USC: http://westernusc.ca/your-services/#studentservices  

Mental Health & Wellness Support at Huron and Western 

University students may encounter setbacks from time to time that can impact academic performance. Huron offers a variety of services that are here to support your success and wellbeing. Please visit https://huronatwestern.ca/student-life-campus/student-services/wellness-safety for more information or contact staff directly:

Wellness Services: huronwellness@huron.uwo.ca 

Community Safety Office: safety@huron.uwo.ca 

Chaplaincy: gthorne@huron.uwo.ca  

Additional supports for Health and Wellness may be found and accessed at Western through https://www.uwo.ca/health/.

