
    Course delivery with respect to the COVID-19 pandemic 

Although the intent is for this course to be delivered in-person, the changing COVID-19 landscape may 
necessitate some or all of the course to be delivered online, either synchronously (i.e., at the times 
indicated in the timetable) or asynchronously (e.g., posted on OWL for students to view at their 
convenience).  The grading scheme will not change.  Any assessments affected will be conducted online 
as determined by the course instructor. 
  

 
Huron University College 

            ENG 1028G 550:   
          The Storyteller’s Art II: Topics in Narrative 

               2022 
 
Class Meetings: TU (8:30-10:30) and TH (8:30-9:30) Phone: 519-438-7224, ext.221 
Location: HC-H111     Office: HUC-V129 
Instructor: Dr. Scott Schofield Office Hours: F 10:30-12:00 or by  
E-mail: sschofi4@uwo.ca  appointment 
 
Antirequisite(s): English 1024E, English 1036E. 
 
Prerequisite(s): Grade 12U English or permission of the Department 
 
 
Course Description (from Calendar) 
 
We tell stories to make sense of our place in the world. In fact, even the most outrageous and 
imaginative narratives are often inspired by human desires, fears and the rich array of emotions 
that define us. Put another way, when we read, watch and/or listen to stories we come to 
better understand ourselves and those who are different from us. When we read, watch and/or 
listen to stories we are also often forced to rethink what we know to be true and to reassess 
our understandings of everything from human desire to political justice. Using this last point as 
a prompt, this iteration of Topics in Narrative will focus on stories of resistance and revision by 
examining a wide range of examples as told in novels, poems, plays, and film produced over the 
last five centuries.  
 
Class Method:   
 
This course works through a highly interactive lecture format with at least one hour per week 
reserved for in-class group assignments.  Students are expected to come to class with their 
readings completed and to engage in class discussion.   
 
Learning Objectives   
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 Improve critical reading and writing in ways that will enable success in a wide variety of 
university courses 

 

 Further appreciate diverse cultural productions and practices  
 

 Develop an interdisciplinary perspective on a variety of narrative media: for example, 
the poem, the novel and the film 
 

 Become capable of identifying, analyzing and interpreting basic narrative elements, such 
as plot, character, point of view, theme, setting, imagery, diction, tone, figures of 
speech, and tropes 

 

 Explore a wide range of forms of creative expression  
 

 Write logically and persuasively in fluent, standard English using the appropriate 
conventions for scholarly-critical writing 

 Design strong thesis statements and structured arguments in persuasive essays 

 Learn to document essays using MLA format 
 

 Evaluate the relevance, reliability, and usefulness of research sources, including those 
obtained through the Internet 
 

 Integrate outside research materials and references to the original text into an essay 
through use of quotations and paraphrases 

 

Attendance 

Huron College's attendance policy states "Any student who, in the opinion of the instructor, is 
absent too frequently from class . . . On the recommendation of the department and with 
permission of the dean the student will be debarred from taking the regular examination in the 
course." Your attendance and participation are essential. 
 

Office Hours, E-mail and OWL: 

Students are encouraged to meet with me throughout the term to discuss grades, course 
content, and other related matters. E-mail should be reserved for important matters (i.e. 
notifying me of an absence from a test or exam) and for setting up appointments. 
Announcements, reminders, and other relevant matters pertaining to the course will be posted 
on OWL. Please check the site regularly. 



Required Texts: 
 
All Required Texts are either in paperback or are online.  Paperback books can be 
purchased at the Western bookstore or as E-books online and are noted here. 
 
Books to Purchase 
 
King, Thomas. The Truth about Stories: A Native Narrative (Anansi). Paperback 
Shakespeare, William. Julius Caesar. Ed. Cox (Broadview). Paperback 
Shelley, Mary Bysshe. Frankenstein. Ed. MacDonald and Scherf. (Broadview) Paperback 
The Broadview Introduction to Literature: Poetry. Eds. Chalykoff, Gordon and Lumsden 
(Broadview) Paperback  
 
 
Additional Online/PDF Readings:  
 
Atwood, Margaret. “Death by Landscape” (PDF). 
Sophocles, Antigone. Translated by Don Taylor. Available on OMNI 
Sophocles, Antigone. Directed by Polly Findlay. National Theatre Production. On OMNI. 
Select Poems. 
 
A final note on assignments and class activities:  In addition to writing essays, students will 
participate in a series of creative projects and visit Western Archives to see and interact with 
rare books.  
 
Methods and Assessments: 
 
Participation and Workshops: Regular Weekly Exercises    10% 
Students are expected to participate regularly throughout the course.  There are various ways 
to participate, including: answering questions in class, engaging in workshops, posting, and 
coming to office hours.   
 
A note on workshops: One hour of each week will be reserved for group exercises and 
workshops.  It is expected that you take these moments seriously and that your contribution is 
both thoughtful and considerate.  Some workshops will be devoted to working on critical 
analysis and writing, while others will focus on researching and presentation skills.     
 
 
Close Reading Assignment Annotations and 500 word write-up.   January 21 and 23  10% 
In this short assignment, students will submit a close reading of 20 to 30 lines of poetry to 
practice close analysis.  Students must first type up the lines and annotate them, either on 
screen or paper.  They will then use their annotated text as a guide to help them compose a 
critical close reading.  The annotated text is due on January 21st and the close reading is due on 
January 23rd. 



 
Essay One    750 words  February 10   15% 
A comparative essay of two literary works studied up to the week of January 14.  A list of 
possible questions will be submitted in advance.  
 
Essay Two    1000 words  March 10    15% 
A slightly longer comparative essay of two literary works from the term. This essay will also 
require students to consult and cite secondary sources.  A list of possible questions will be 
submitted in advance.  
 
Group Project: God’s Man     April 5    15% 
For this creative group assignment, students will work with Lynd Ward’s innovative and highly 
political 1929 wordless novel, God’s Man.  Groups will write an Introduction on the author and 
the history of the work/genre. They will also devise a narrative to accompany the novel’s 
opening section of images. All the work for this assignment will be digitized and made available 
on a course blog. Further details to come.   
 
 
Final Exam:      See April Exam Schedule    35% 
 
Final Exam: 35% 
A cumulative, 3-hour exam to be held during the April exam period. Date to be determined. 
Please do not book travel plans before schedule is finalized.  
 
Schedule: 
 
*All poems are from The Broadview Introduction to Literature: Poetry unless otherwise 
specified 
 
Week 1: (January 11, 13) - Rethinking Love and Desire (1): 
 
Thomas Wyatt, “The long love”; “Whoso list to hunt”  
Edmund Spenser Amoretti #75;  
William Shakespeare, Sonnets 18 and 130 accompanied by digital experiments of the poems. 
John Donne “The Sun Rising” (online) 
 
Week 2: (January 18, 20) - Rethinking Love and Desire (2):     
 
Andrew Marvell, “To his Coy Mistress” 
Aphra Behn, “The Disappointment” (online) 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning, “The Lady’s Yes” (online)  
 
Week 3: (January 25, 27) – Political Resistance (1): 
 



Sophocles, Antigone. Don Taylor translation. 
National Theatre 2012 Production on Video (both the play and filmed staging are on OMNI) 
Follow link and sign in: https://ocul-
uwo.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01OCUL_UWO/r0c2m8/alma991044596611305163 
 
Week 4/5: (February 1- February 10) – Political Resistance (2): 
 
William Shakespeare, Julius Caesar (Broadview paperback or e-book) 
 
Week 6: (February 15, 17) – Rethinking Art and Life: 
 
Alfred Lord Tennyson, “The Lady of Shallott” 
Christina Rossetti, “In an Artist’s Studio” 
Adrienne Rich, “Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers” 
Margaret Atwood, Death by Landscape (PDF to come) 
 
Week 7: (February 22, 24) - Reading Week  
 
Week 8/9: (March 1-March 10) – Resisting Human Limitations: 
 
Mary Bysshe Shelley, Frankenstein (Broadview – Paperback or E-book) 
 
Week 10: (March 15, 17) – Rewriting the Self: 
 
T.S. Eliot, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” 
Maya Angelou, “I still rise” (online) 
 
Week 11: (March 22, 24): Rewriting/Revisiting Myth (1): 
 
Selections from Genesis and Book of Matthew (online) 
From John Milton, Paradise Lost (selections online) 
Aemilia Lanyer, “Eve's Apology in Defence of Women”   
T.S. Eliot, “Journey of the Magi” 
 
Week 12: (March 29, 31): Rewriting/Revisiting Myth (2) 
 
W.H. Auden, “Musee des Beaux Artes” 
Edward Field, “Icarus” (online) 
Thomas Hardy, “The Convergence of the Twain”  
Philip Larkin, “MCMXIV” (online)  
 
Week 13: (April 5, 7): Rewriting/Revisiting Myth (3) 
 
Thomas King, The Truth about Stories: A Native Narrative (Paperback) 



 
 
 
 

Appendix to Course Outlines: Academic Policies & Regulations 2021 - 2022 

 
 

Mandatory Use of Masks in Classrooms 
Students will be expected to wear triple layer non-medical masks at all times in the classroom as per 

Huron policy and public health directives.  Students are now permitted to drink water in class by lifting 

and replacing the mask each time a drink is taken.  Students will be able to eat and drink outside of the 

classroom during scheduled breaks. 

 

Students unwilling to wear a mask as stipulated by Huron policy and public health directives will be 

referred to the Dean's Office, and such actions will be considered a violation of the Huron Student Code 

of Conduct. 

 

Pandemic Contingency 

In the event of a COVID-19 resurgence during the course that necessitates the course delivery moving 

away from face-to-face interaction, all remaining course content will be delivered entirely online, 

typically using a combination of synchronous instruction (i.e., at the times indicated in the timetable) and 

asynchronous material (e.g., posted on OWL for students to view at their convenience). Any remaining 

assessments will also be conducted online at the discretion of the course instructor. In the unlikely event 

that changes to the grading scheme are necessary, these changes will be clearly communicated as soon as 

possible. 

 

Student Code of Conduct 

Membership in the community of Huron University College and Western University implies acceptance 

by every student of the principle of respect for the rights, responsibilities, dignity and well-being of others 

and a readiness to support an environment conducive to the intellectual and personal growth of all who 

study, work and live within it. Upon registration, students assume the responsibilities that such 

registration entails. While in the physical or online classroom, students are expected to behave in a 

manner that supports the learning environment of others. Please review the Student Code of Conduct at: 

https://huronatwestern.ca/sites/default/files/Res%20Life/Student%20Code%20of%20Conduct%20-

%20Revised%20September%202019.pdf. 

 

Prerequisite and Antirequisite Information 

Students are responsible for ensuring that they have successfully completed all course prerequisites and 

that they have not completed any course antirequisites. Unless you have either the requisites for this 

course or written special permission from your Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course 

and it will be deleted from your record.  This decision may not be appealed.  You will receive no 

adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary 

prerequisites. 

 

 

Attendance Regulations for Examinations 

A student is entitled to be examined in courses in which registration is maintained, subject to the 

following limitations: 
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1) A student may be debarred from writing the final examination for failure to maintain satisfactory 

academic standing throughout the year. 

 

2) Any student who, in the opinion of the instructor, is absent too frequently from class or laboratory 

periods in any course will be reported to the Dean of the Faculty offering the course (after due 

warning has been given).  On the recommendation of the Department concerned, and with the 

permission of the Dean of that Faculty, the student will be debarred from taking the regular 

examination in the course.  The Dean of the Faculty offering the course will communicate that 

decision to the Dean of the Faculty of registration. 

 

Review the policy on Attendance Regulations for Examinations here: 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/exam/attendance.pdf. 

 

Statement on Academic Offences 

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 

specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following website: 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf. The 

appeals process is also outlined in this policy as well as more generally at the following website: 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/appealsundergrad.pdf.  

 

Turnitin.com 

All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 

plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism.  All papers 

submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the 

purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is 

subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and 

Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com). 

 

Statement on Use of Electronic Devices 

It is not appropriate to use electronic devices (such as, but not limited to, laptops, cell phones) in the 

classroom for non-classroom activities. Such activity is disruptive and distracting to other students and to 

the instructor, and can inhibit learning. Students are expected to respect the classroom environment and to 

refrain from inappropriate use of technology and other electronic devices in class. 

 

Statement on Use of Personal Response Systems (“Clickers”) 

Personal Response Systems (“clickers”) may be used in some classes.  If clickers are to be used in a class, 

it is the responsibility of the student to ensure that the device is activated and functional.  Students must 

see their instructor if they have any concerns about whether the clicker is malfunctioning.  Students must 

use only their own clicker. If clicker records are used to compute a portion of the course grade: 

 the use of somebody else’s clicker in class constitutes a scholastic offence 

 the possession of a clicker belonging to another student will be interpreted as an attempt to 

commit a scholastic offence. 

 

Academic Consideration for Missed Work 

Students who are seeking academic consideration for missed work during the semester may submit a self-

reported absence form online provided that the absence is 48 hours or less and the other conditions 

specified in the Senate policy at 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_illness.pdf are met. 

 

Students whose absences are expected to last longer than 48 hours, or where the other conditions 

detailed in the policy are not met (e.g., work is worth more than 30% of the final grade, the student has 
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already used 2 self-reported absences, the absence is during the final exam period), may receive academic 

consideration by submitting a Student Medical Certificate (for illness) or other appropriate documentation 

(for compassionate grounds).  The Student Medical Certificate is available online at 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf. 

All students pursuing academic consideration, regardless of type, must contact their instructors no less 

than 24 hours following the end of the period of absence to clarify how they will be expected to fulfill the 

academic responsibilities missed during their absence. Students are reminded that they should 

consider carefully the implications of postponing tests or midterm exams or delaying submission of 

work, and are encouraged to make appropriate decisions based on their specific circumstances. 

Students who have conditions for which academic accommodation is appropriate, such as disabilities or 

ongoing or chronic health conditions, should work with Accessible Education Services to determine 

appropriate forms of accommodation. Further details concerning policies and procedures may be found at: 

http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/. 

 

Policy on Academic Consideration for a Medical/ Non-Medical Absence 

 

(a) Consideration on Medical Grounds for assignments worth less than 10% of final grade: 

Consult Instructor Directly and Contact Academic Advising 

 

When seeking consideration on medical grounds for assignments worth less than 10% of the final course 

grade, and if the student has exceeded the maximum number of permissible Self-Reported absences, the 

student should contact the instructor directly. The student need only share broad outlines of the medical 

situation. The instructor may require the student to submit documentation to the academic advisors, in 

which case she or he will advise the student and inform the academic advisors to expect documentation. If 

documentation is requested, the student will need to complete and submit the Student Medical Certificate. 

The instructor may not collect medical documentation. The advisors will contact the instructor when the 

medical documentation is received, and will outline the severity and duration of the medical challenge as 

expressed on the Student Medical Certificate and in any other supporting documentation. The student will 

be informed that the instructor has been notified of the presence of medical documentation, and will be 

instructed to work as quickly as possible with the instructor on an agreement for accommodation. 

 

(b) Consideration on Non-Medical Grounds: Consult Huron Support Services/Academic 

Advising, or email huronsss@uwo.ca.    

 

Students seeking academic consideration for a non-medical absence (e.g. varsity sports, religious, 

compassionate, or bereavement) will be required to provide appropriate documentation where the 

conditions for a Self-Reported Absence have not been met, including where the student has exceeded the 

maximum number of permissible Self-Reported. All consideration requests must include a completed 

Consideration Request Form. Late penalties may apply at the discretion of the instructor.  

  

Please review the full policy on Academic Consideration for medical and non-medical absence at: 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_illness.pdf. Consult Huron 

Academic Advising at huronsss@uwo.ca for any further questions or information.  

 

Support Services 

For advice on course selections, degree requirements, and for assistance with requests for medical 

accommodation, students should email an Academic Advisor in Huron’s Student Support Services at 

huronsss@uwo.ca.  An outline of the range of services offered is found on the Huron website at: 

https://huronatwestern.ca/student-life/student-services/. 
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Department Chairs, Program Directors and Coordinators are also able to answer questions about 

individual programs. Contact information can be found on the Huron website at: 

https://huronatwestern.ca/contact/faculty-staff-directory/. 

 

If you think that you are too far behind to catch up or that your workload is not manageable, you should 

consult your Academic Advisor. If you are considering reducing your workload by dropping one or more 

courses, this must be done by the appropriate deadlines. Please refer to the Advising website, 

https://huronatwestern.ca/student-life/student-services/academic-advising/ or review the list of official 

Sessional Dates on the Academic Calendar, available here: 

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/SessionalDates.cfm. 

 

You should consult with the course instructor and the Academic Advisor who can help you consider 

alternatives to dropping one or more courses. Note that dropping a course may affect OSAP and/or 

Scholarship/Bursary eligibility. 

 

Huron Student Support Services: https://huronatwestern.ca/student-life/student-services/  

Office of the Registrar: https://registrar.uwo.ca/  

Student Quick Reference Guide: https://huronatwestern.ca/student-life/student-services/#1  

Academic Support & Engagement: http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/  

Huron University College Student Council: https://huronatwestern.ca/student-life/beyond-

classroom/hucsc/    

Western USC: http://westernusc.ca/your-services/#studentservices  

 

Mental Health & Wellness Support at Huron and Western  

University students may encounter setbacks from time to time that can impact academic performance. 

Huron offers a variety of services that are here to support your success and wellbeing. Please visit 

https://huronatwestern.ca/student-life-campus/student-services/wellness-safety for more information or 

contact staff directly: 

 

Wellness Services: huronwellness@huron.uwo.ca 

Community Safety Office: safety@huron.uwo.ca 

Chaplaincy: gthorne@huron.uwo.ca  

  

Additional supports for Health and Wellness may be found and accessed at Western through, 

https://www.uwo.ca/health/. 
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