CHN 2247F 550 - HUC

Chinese Cities and Chinese Culture

Summer Intersession 2022 (May 16 -June 3, 2022)

Class Time: Monday-Thursday 9:30-12:30, delivered online

Instructor: Dr. Guoyuan Liu
Email address: gliu23@uwo.ca

Course prerequisite: NONE

Course description:

The city is never just a physical fact, an economic organization, or a social institution; it is
also a form of expression, or in Lewis Mumford’s words, “an aesthetic symbol of collective
unity”: “The city fosters art and is art; the city creates the theater and is the theater.”
Throughout history, the city as “an aesthetic symbol” has played a significant role in the
making of China’s cultural identity, since zhongguo, the term now used in reference to
“China” as a state, first appeared in a record of city building dating back to the 11™ century
BCE. This course will explore the city’s form and function as “an aesthetic symbol” in
Chinese culture, through case studies of ten major Chinese cities, five ancient and five
modern. Discussion of each city will focus on a selected cultural icon, which particularly
represents a theme of city life. Course materials will include historical documents, personal
accounts, poetry, fictional narratives, as well as fine art, photography, and films. This
course is taught online.

Course objectives:

Upon successful completion of this course, students are expected to
1. have an overview of the cultural significance of Chinese cities;
2. gain a more in-depth understanding of Chinese culture;
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3. become critical on taken-for-granted notions such as “city,” “nation,” “space,”etc;

4. develop interdisciplinary skills for analyzing cultural phenomena.
Textbooks and required resources: available on WebCT.
Class Methods: Lectures delivered on Zoom; learning activities and quizzes on OWL;

Method of evaluation and assessment:

Attendance 10%
Participation 10%
Online quizzes 15%
Midterm exam 20%

Essay 45%



Schedule of classes:
[#3k: Lewis Mumford: “What Is a City?”
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Lewis Mumford: “What Is a City?”
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Tue May 17 K% Changan—the city as a space of power
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Wed May 18 7F¥# Bianliang—the imperial city as a living space
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Thu May 19 HiHl Hangzhou—the city as a gendered space
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Mon May 23 Victoria Day
No class meeting

Tue May 24 F4I Nanjing—the city as a theatrical space
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Wed May 25 ¥H % The Midterm Exam
H A A OWL Wk AH ¢ T T

Thu May 26 _L¥# Shanghai—modernization in urban cultural industry
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Mon May 30 Jt3{ Beijing—metamorphoses of the city space
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Tue May 31 JF L] Tangshan—disaster and the city identity
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Thu June 2 & Hong Kong—the city of identity anxiety
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OWL
Students must consult OWL for this course regularly. All course materials and
announcements will be conveyed by this and no other means.

Course work:

Please be reminded that your final grade reflects your performance in this course. As the
term begins, your grade is zero and will increase with the accumulation of your course
work. Please read the following descriptions carefully and decide how to earn your grade.

Attendance (10%)

Attendance is calculated by hours attended the online lectures divided by total lecture hours.
Attendance means your presence in the lecture, not just signing in zoom meeting. If you
fail to respond when spoken to, it would be considered a sign of absence. It is suggested
that you let yourself be seen or heard during the lectures.

Participation / Discussion (10%)

The participation/discussion grade reflects your level of engagement in class, the quality
of your comments and your contribution to class discussion. When you participate in class
discussion, you should not only demonstrate your familiarity with the subject discussed,
but also your critical consideration of it. Being prepared before coming to class is a major
way to improve your participation. You are encouraged to ask questions. Good questions
make great contribution to class discussion.

Please see the rubrics for assessing participation on the course website.

Online quizzes (15%)

Online quizzes will be posted on the subpage of the relevant unit in “Lessons.” Each quiz
must be finished before the indicated deadline. After the deadline the quiz will be closed
and There will be no make-up for missed online quizzes.

Midterm Exam (20%0)
The midterm exam is an online, open-book exam, which tests your skills and abilities to
analyze cultural phenomena in Chinese cities. To do well in this test you need to

1) study the assigned readings carefully;
2) be attentive and take notes in the lectures;
3) practice analytic skills introduced in the lectures;



4) review your notes before the test.

You can find the instructions and rubrics on the subpage for the exam in Lessons on
OWL.

Essay (45%)

The essay of this course is a university essay. In a university essay, you are expected to
present an argument. That is, you are expected to state an opinion about a theme or a
literary text and support your opinion with sound reasoning and sufficient evidence. It is
assumed that you already understand the basic concepts of a university essay. If you are
not familiar with the requirements for the essay structure, the thesis statement, etc., you
might find the links for writing assistance helpful.

You can find the instructions and rubrics on the subpage for the essay in Lessons on
OWL.

Plagiarism and any other misconduct will not be tolerated.



